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Yearly  Meetings  provide  unique  opportunities  to  move  beyond  the  comfort  zone  of  our 
monthly  meetings  and  worship  groups,  and  to  open  ourselves  to  the  wider  world  of 
Friends.  Such  an  opportunity  was  offered  by  Eden  Grace,  this  year’s  keynote  speaker  for 
Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting.  Her  insightful  talk  helped  us  to  see  our  Quaker  faith  from 
the  perspective  of  the  wider  world  of  Christian  ecumenism. 

I first  heard  Eden  Grace  through  her  involvement  in  an  extraordinary  singing  group 
with  the  unlikely  name:  “Free  Grace  Undying  Love  Full  Gospel  Quaker  Choir  Sing  and  Be 
Saved.”  This  small  choir  with  a very  big  name  not  only  did  a wonderful  job  of  singing  Gos- 
pel and  other  hymns  a cappella,  they  also  helped  to  raise  awareness  about  the  AIDS  crisis. 
Their  cassette  is  called  “Grace  in  Your  Face.”* 

Never  have  I heard  an  album  so  full  of  love  and  life  and  joy — yet  the  specter  of  AIDS 
and  death  was  never  far  from  the  minds  of  its  singers.  Their  group’s  leader,  Frederic  Evans, 
died  of  AIDS  in  1994.  He  was  a man  of  remarkable  spiritual  as  well  as  musical  gifts. 

Another  choir  member  was  Alana  Parkes,  whose  mother  Cornelia  accompanied  Eden 
during  her  travels  to  Yearly  Meeting  (see  cover  photo). 

Six  years  ago,  when  I first  listened  to  the  testimonies  as  well  as  to  the  music  of  this 
unique  Quaker  choir,  my  heart  opened  up,  and  I wept  tears  of  joy.  Eden  and  her  group 
seemed  to  me  to  represent  the  heart  and  soul  of  what  Christ  and  Quakerism  are  all  about. 

It  was  therefore  a surprise  as  well  as  a blessing  to  hear  Eden  in  a quite  different  role, 
as  a highly  articulate,  theologically  trained  Eriend  with  a concern  for  ecumenical  dia- 
logue. Eden  is  not  only  committed  to  sharing  the  Quaker  faith,  she  also  diligently  strives 
to  follow  traditional  Quaker  practices.  Since  it  was  the  custom  for  Friends  in  the  ministry 
to  travel  in  pairs,  she  traveled  with  Cornelia  Parkes  as  her  “appointed  elder.” 

Eden  has  done  a great  deal  of  traveling  on  behalf  of  Friends  in  the  past  few  years. 

As  a Quaker  ambassador  to  the  World  Council  of  Churches,  she  has  represented  Friends 
to  Christians  from  an  extraordinary  range  of  theological  backgrounds. 

In  her  keynote  address  to  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting,  Eden  challenged  us  to  re- 
think our  Quaker  spiritual  practice  and  our  theological  perspective.  Instead  of  formulat- 
ing our  faith  in  terms  of  what  it  doesn’t  have — e.g.,  it  doesn’t  have  a creed,  set  order  of 
worship,  paid  ministers,  etc — how  can  we  describe  our  faith  in  positive  terms?  Further- 
more, how  can  we  see  our  spiritual  practice  as  a gift,  entrusted  to  us  by  the  Spirit,  instead 
of  a merely  human  construct?  If  our  faith  is  indeed  a divine  gift,  how  do  we  share  this 
gift  with  others,  particularly  those  of  various  Christian  denominations? 

Not  all  Friends  agreed  with  Eden’s  conclusions,  and  not  all  were  comfortable  with 
her  Christocentric  language,  but  her  probing  questions  stirred  us  to  think  more  deeply 
about  our  faith.  For  this,  and  for  her  faithful  life,  we  are  deeply  grateful. 

We  are  also  grateful  for  Intermountain  YM  Friends  who  have  been  “released”  to 
travel  in  the  ministry  on  our  behalf:  Juan  Pascoe,  who  has  traveled  to  Mexico  City, 
Washington,  DC,  and  elsewhere  in  order  to  promote  more  compassionate  border  poli- 
cies; Genie  and  Bill  Durland,  who  have  traveled  to  the  “Holy  Land”  as  part  of  Christian 
Peace  Teams.  Their  travels,  and  their  reports,  help  us  to  feel  connected  with  areas  of  the 
world  where  the  Quaker  message  needs  not  only  to  be  heard,  but  lived. 


*This  cassette  is  available  for  $7  through  various  Quaker  distributors  listed  at  the  QUIP 
website  at  http://quaker.org/~quip. 
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“A  Witness  Held  in  Trust”: 

Perspectives  on  the  nature  and  purpose  of  Frieuds 

by  Eden  Grace 

Beacon  Hill  (MA)  Monthly  Meeting 

Excerpts  from  an  address  given  at  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting,  June  13, 2002 


Cornelia  Parkes  and  Eden  Grace  leading  an  interest  group  on  “Eldering” 


[For  five  years  Eden  Grace  has  been 
active  in  the  World  Council  of  Churches 
(WCC),  an  international  organization  to 
which  Friends  have  belonged  since  its 
founding  in  1948.  Eden  began  her  talk 
by  discussing  her  participation  as  a 
Quaker  representative  at  a recent  WCC 
Meeting  in  Hungary.  One  of  her  respon- 
sibilities was  to  review  criteria  for 
evaluating  churches  for  membership  in 
this  ecumenical  organization.  Eden  ex- 
plained some  of  her  struggles  in  trying 
to  represent  the  Quaker  theological  per- 
spective. This  is  an  excerpt  from  Eden’s 
talk,  which  many  Friends  felt  should  be 
published  as  a pamphlet  and  which  can 
be  found  in  its  entirety  at  the  Friends 
Bulletin  website:  westernquaker.org/ 

witness  _by_eden_grace.  ] 

Let  me  begin  by  offering  you  a defi- 
nition of  ecumenism,  rather  than 
assuming  you  all  know  what  I’m  talking 
about.  The  ecumenical  movement  is  the 
movement  of  Christian  churches  to  heal 
the  centuries  of  division  between  them, 
for  the  sake  of  their  unity  in  prayer,  wit- 
ness and  service  to  the  world.  The  ur- 
gency of  this  reconciling  work  is  based 
on  Jesus’  prayer  in  John  17  that  his  fol- 
lowers would  be  one,  as  he  and  God  are 
one — one  in  a trinity  of  love  which  crea- 
tively maintains  diversity  in  unity.  The 
ecumenical  movement  is  distinct  from 
interfaith  dialogue — both  because  our 
work  toward  Christian  unity  draws  on 
our  common  faith  in  Christ,  and  because 
the  ecumenical  goal  is  not  only  mutual 
understanding  and  harmony,  but  “visible 
unity”  in  mutual  recognition  of  each 
other  as  brothers  and  sisters  in  Christ. 

Ecumenism  happens  at  many  levels 
and  in  many  places.  My  involvement  has 
been  focused  on  the  statewide  level  in 
Massachusetts,  and  on  the  global  level, 


through  the  World  Council  of  Churches. 
My  ecumenical  leading  also  calls  me  to 
work  toward  the  healing  of  divisions  and 
schisms  between  the  branches  of 
Friends,  especially  through  Friends 
United  Meeting,  which  has  this  as  part 
of  its  purpose. 

In  this  talk,  I want  to  explore  the 
identity  of  Friends,  as  seen  from  an  ecu- 
menical perspective. 

Negative  construction  of  identity 

Quakers,  like  most  other  small  de- 
nominations, are  quite  good  at  nurturing 
a theoretical  concept  of  how  we  relate  to 
the  other,  bigger,  more  institutional 
churches.  I’m  afraid,  though,  that  this  is 
often  based  more  on  an  abstract  theory 
of  the  others,  than  on  actual  experience 
of  them.  We,  like  many  other  churches 
with  sectarian  roots,  carry  some  heavy 
baggage  of  rejection  of  the  ones  who 
once  rejected  us.  Unfortunately,  the  load 
of  that  baggage  weighs  us  down  and 
stands  in  the  way  of  a positive  under- 
standing of  who  we  are  as  Friends. 

When  a co-worker  or  neighbor  asks 
you  what  Quakerism  is,  do  you  find  that 
the  easiest  answer  is  the  one  full  of 
negatives?  I do.  It’s  very  tempting  to 
define  ourselves  as  the  ones  who  don ’t  - 
who  don’t  have  clergy,  who  don’t  prac- 
tice the  sacraments,  who  don’t  have  a 
creed,  who  don’t  use  scripted  prayers 
and  liturgy,  who  don’t  vote.  We  fall 
back  on  a self-definition  which  is  based 
in  the  rejection  of  the  other  churches. 
Certainly  there  was  a strong  element  of 
this  among  early  Friends.  Many  of  those 
who  first  gathered  around  George  Fox 
had  already  rejected  their  village  church. 
And  as  the  movement  grew,  and  experi- 
enced persecution,  a polemical  tone  was 
quite  natural.  Thus  Robert  Barclay  char- 


acterized the  other  churches  (Catholic, 
Anglican  and  Reformed)  as  “the  dead, 
dark,  corrupt  image  and  mere  shadow 
and  shell  of  Christianity  with  which  An- 
tichrist has  deceived  the  nations.”  That’s 
a pretty  heavy  negative! 

These  days,  our  unprogrammed 
meetings  are  full  of  “religious  refugees,” 
people  who  have  come  to  us  after  having 
been  wounded  by  another  Christian 
church.  The  wounds  are  real,  and  we 
become  a safe  haven  for  healing  and  the 
tentative  renewal  of  faith.  These  people 
are  very  clear  about  what  they  are  reject- 
ing, but  not  so  clear  on  what  they  want 
to  embrace.  They  come  to  us  because  we 
know  that  God  has  not  left  them  com- 
fortless, and  we  trust  that,  in  the  safety 
of  the  waiting  worship,  they  can  experi- 
ence spiritual  healing.  Unprogrammed 
meetings  have  a very  special  and  impor- 
tant ministry  with  this  population.  Yet 
there  is  a danger  that,  in  seeking  to  pro- 
vide this  ministry,  we  inadvertently  al- 
low the  refugee’s  rejection  to  become 
the  cornerstone  of  our  common  identity. 
This  is  a serious  mistake.  When  the 
meeting  as  a whole  loses  sight  of  our 
shared  faith,  rooted  in  our  common  ex- 
perience of  God,  we  in  fact  lose  what 
gifts  we  have  with  which  to  minister  to 
the  wounded  seekers  among  us.  A group 
gathered  around  the  rejection  of  others 
is  not  likely  to  be  a place  of  spiritual 
healing. 

Liberal  unprogrammed  Friends  to- 
day are,  on  the  whole,  more  easy  with  an 
anti-identity — what  we  are  not — than 
with  attempts  at  a pro-identity — what  we 
are.  I too  have  struggled  with  this.  It 
wasn’t  until  I came  into  meaningful  con- 
tact with  those  supposedly  corrupt 
churches,  that  I began  to  see  the  need  to 
move  beyond  defining  myself  as  their 
opposite,  and  look  for  a more  trustwor- 
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thy  and  faithful  basis  for  a Quaker  self- 
understanding and  confidence.  Because 
the  truth  is  that  a negative  construction  of 
identity  leaves  a hole  at  the  center  of  the 
self.  It  gives  the  power  to  define  us  to  the 
one  we  reject.  And  it  is  very  hard  to 
know  who  we  are  and  where  we  are 
headed,  when  we  are  wrapped  up  in 
pushing  away  from  something  else. 

A witness  held  in  trust 

So  who  are  we,  as  a church  among 
the  churches?  As  a Friends’  representa- 
tive in  the  ecumenical  movement,  I stand 
in  a line  of  gifted  Friends  who  have  both 
been  able  to  translate  Friends’  peculiar 
ways  so  that  others  can  understand  us, 
and  been  able  to  perceive  the  true  pres- 
ence of  Christ  in  the  other  churches  with- 
out that  provoking  a Quaker  identity  cri- 
sis. I,  like  them,  seek  a positive  construc- 
tion of  Quaker  identity — one  which 
draws  us  into  relationships  with  our  sister 
churches.  I should  point  out  that  this  is  a 
somewhat  different  task  from  that  of  de- 
scribing the  mission  of  Friends  in  a secu- 
lar society,  or  the  relationship  of  Friends 
to  other  world  religions.  I don’t  attempt 
either  of  these  tasks  here.  Rather,  my 
particular  question  has  been  “who  are 
we,  as  a church  among  the  churches?’’ 

When  I began  my  involvement  with 
the  World  Council  of  Churches  in  1997, 
a new  model  of  Quakerism  started  to 
emerge,  based  on  a phrase  which  nearly 
leapt  off  the  page  the  first  time  I read  it. 
“We  believe  we  hold  this  witness  in  trust 
for  the  whole  church.’’  In  1986  the  Lon- 
don Yearly  Meeting  (now  Britain  Yearly 
Meeting)  wrote  these  words  in  response 
to  the  World  Council  of  Churches  docu- 
ment on  Baptism,  Eucharist  and  Minis- 
try. My  sentence — “We  believe  we  hold 
this  witness  in  trust  for  the  whole 
church’’ — comes  in  the  context  of  the 
British  Friends  explaining  our  under- 
standing of  the  sacraments.  The  very 
Quaker  distinctive  which  we  most  often 
hold  up  as  our  “vis-a-vis”  or  negative, 
they  have  turned  into  a testimony  which 
leans  toward,  rather  than  away  from,  the 
conversation  partner. 

“We  believe  we  hold  this  witness  in 
trust  for  the  whole  church.”  I have  taken 
this  as  my  paradigm  for  Quaker  ecumen- 
ism, extending  it  beyond  the  specific 


question  of  sacraments.  What  does  it 
mean  to  hold  a witness  in  trust?  What 
witness?  Trusted  by  whom?  To  do 
what?  When?  Toward  what  end? 

We  hold  a witness,  not  a proposi- 
tional truth.  We  claim  an  experience,  to 
which  our  lives  testify  (at  least,  when 
we  are  at  our  best).  Our  doctrines  about 
that  witness  are  secondary  to  the  power 
of  the  witness  itself  It  doesn’t  belong 
to  us,  but  has  been  entrusted  to  us  by 
God,  for  more  than  just  our  own  sake. 
We  are  compelled  to  share  it.  It  is  the 
Testimony  which  lies  behind  the 
Quaker  testimonies. 


Eden  Grace  and  Archbishop  Baliozian  of  the 
Armenian  Apostolic  Church 


What  is  this  witness?  What  is  the 
content  of  that  which  we  hold  in  trust? 
In  other  words,  what  lies  at  the  core  of 
Quaker  faith  and  life? 

We  are  sometimes  tempted  to 
think  that  what  we  have  to  offer  is  our 
peace  testimony,  but  Friends  who 
spend  any  time  in  ecumenical  peace 
and  justice  work  soon  have  that  bubble 
burst — for  many  other  churches  are  just 
as  committed  to  peace  and  justice  as 
we  are,  and  are  pursuing  it  with  at  least 
as  much  vigor.  It  can  come  as  quite  a 
shock  for  Friends  to  find  that  our  un- 
derstanding of  the  gospel  as  a message 
of  peace  is  not  a Quaker  distinction, 
but  rather  a point  of  commonality 
within  the  ecumenical  movement.  The 
other  churches  do  look  to  us  to  provide 
leadership  in  the  area  of  peace  theol- 
ogy— and  this  is  an  opportunity  for  us 
to  lead  from  our  strength,  rather  than 
translating  and  interpreting  ourselves 
into  an  unfamiliar  framework.  But  it 
would  be  quite  inaccurate  to  say  that 
the  peace  testimony  is  the  area  of 
Christian  truth  which  we  hold  in  trust 


for  the  whole  church. 

Rather,  our  challenging  message  is 
our  understanding  of  the  nature  and  pur- 
pose of  the  church  itself  What  we  hold 
in  trust  is  our  experience  of  divine  lead- 
ership in  the  gathered  meeting.  The 
church,  in  our  experience,  is  most  funda- 
mentally the  community  of  the  divine 
presence,  before  it  bears  any  other 
marks.  If  taken  seriously  as  a legitimate 
Christian  experience,  this  witness  re- 
quires a reframing  of  the  terms  of  the 
ecumenical  debate.  It  is  here  where  our 
experience  can  and  should  have  a sig- 
nificant impact. 

God  is  the  primary  agent  at  work  in 
the  church,  and  the  sacrament  we  cele- 
brate is  the  experience  of  communion 
with  God  in  the  intimate  and  transforma- 
tive moments  we  call  “gathered.” 
Friends  place  an  extremely  heavy  em- 
phasis on  the  real,  living  presence  of 
Christ  as  the  initiator  and  sustainer  of 
the  faithful  community.  Christ’s  pres- 
ence is  experienced  in  the  community  as 
community — in  the  transformation  of 
relationships,  in  the  healing  of  broken- 
ness, in  the  forgiveness  of  sins,  in  the 
growth  of  a reconciling  spirit,  in  the 
gathering  of  diverse  persons  into  pro- 
found unity,  in  the  continuity  of  the 
community  through  history.  We  receive 
the  grace  of  divine  presence,  and  re- 
spond to  it  in  conversion  of  life.  The 
Spirit  is  known  among  us  by  the  fruits  of 
our  transformation. 

The  grounding  principle  of  Quaker- 
ism is  the  radically  real  presence  of  the 
living  Christ  in  the  worshipping  commu- 
nity. This  is  the  witness  we  hold  in  trust. 
From  this  starting  point,  let  me  make 
five  points  about  the  content  and  spirit 
of  this  witness. 

Eschatological  experience 
of  the  presence 

The  first  point  of  our  emphasis  on 
the  real  presence  of  Christ  is  our  under- 
standing of  the  work  of  God  throughout 
time  and  at  the  end  of  time,  and  of  what 
time  it  is  now,  and  of  what  kind  of 
church  is  required  at  this  time.  Let  me 
try  to  make  this  more  concrete  by  read- 
ing a passage  from  Ephesians,  chapter  4, 
verses  II-I5: 

It  was  he  who  gave  some  to  be 
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apostles,  some  to  be  prophets,  some 
to  be  evangelists,  and  some  to  be 
pastors  and  teachers,  to  prepare 
God’s  people  for  works  of  service, 
so  that  the  body  of  Christ  may  be 
built  up  until  we  all  reach  unity  in 
the  faith  and  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  Son  of  God  and  become  mature, 
attaining  to  the  whole  measure  of 
the  fullness  of  Christ. 

“Then  we  will  no  longer  be  infants, 
tossed  back  and  forth  by  the  waves, 
and  blown  here  and  there  by  every 
wind  of  teaching  and  by  the  cunning 
and  craftiness  of  men  in  their  de- 
ceitful scheming.  Instead,  speaking 
the  truth  in  love,  we  will  in  all 
things  grow  up  into  him  who  is  the 
Head,  that  is,  Christ.” 

Early  Friends  claimed  that  they  had 
“attained  the  whole  measure  of  the  full- 
ness of  Christ,”  as  Paul  promised.  They 
had  an  experience  which  led  them  to 
claim  that  Christ  was  present  among 
them.  It  was  not  that  they  misunderstood 
the  ascension,  when  the  resurrected 
Christ  rose  to  heaven  (and  left  the  apos- 
tles in  charge  in  his  stead).  It  was  rather 
that  they  claimed  that  the  second  coming 
was  come  among  them.  They  experi- 
enced themselves  as  living  within  the 
final  consummation  of  history.  The  com- 
munity which  gathered  around  this  expe- 
rience knew  itself  to  be  ultimate  rather 
than  intermediate.  This  way  of  position- 
ing the  community  and  of  interpreting 
the  experience  of  Christ’s  presence  is  of 
paramount  importance  to  understanding 
Quakerism  and  its  claims. 

Vulnerability  and  discernment  of 
spirits 

The  second  point  I’ll  make  about 
our  emphasis  on  the  presence  of  Christ 
is  our  willingness  to  be  vulnerable.  This 
is  a direct  consequence  of  what  I’ve  just 
said  about  the  fullness  of  Christ’s  pres- 
ence and  leadership.  If  Christ  has  come 
to  teach  his  people  himself,  then  we  are 
no  longer  infants,  tossed  back  and  forth 
by  popular  opinion  and  needing  the  pro- 
tection of  a strong  teaching  authority  in 
the  church.  Friends  testify  to  the  spiri- 
tual maturity  of  a community  which 
lives  under  Christ’s  headship  and  is  will- 
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ing  to  risk  exposure  to  untruths  in  the 
pursuit  of  truth.  Jesus  said  in  John 
16:13:  “When  the  Spirit  of  truth  comes, 
he  will  guide  you  into  all  the  truth.” 
Friends  believe  that  this  Spirit  has  come 
and  is  guiding  us. 

When  we  claim  that  the  living 
Christ,  present  among  us,  is  our  teacher 
and  priest,  we  open  ourselves  to  a tre- 
mendous amount  of  both  freedom  and 
risk.  Friends  are  willing  to  subject  our- 
selves to  an  unregulated  flow  of  ideas,  in 
the  conviction  that  to  protect  ourselves 
from  error  will  also  inadvertently  close 
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out  the  power  of  God.  (Unfortunately, 
some  evangelical  Friends  have  been 
overly  influenced  by  Christian  move- 
ments which  are  motivated  by  a fear  of 
theological  and  moral  contamination). 

Friends  at  their  best  are  risk  takers, 
trusting  in  the  Holy  Spirit  to  preserve 
them  in  the  truth,  and  thus  eschewing 
fear  of  error.  Yet  when  Friends  do  not 
make  serious  practice  of  the  discernment 
of  spirits,  and  seek  to  know  whether  that 
which  we  are  hearing  is  indeed  “of  God” 
by  testing  it  against  Scripture,  Christian 
tradition  through  the  ages,  and  the  wis- 
dom and  practice  of  Friends,  we  become 
subject  to  the  whim  of  every  theological 
trend,  unable  to  discern  which  new  pop- 
spirituality  paperback  will  lead  us  to- 
ward God  and  which  will  not. 

The  freedom  we  claim  is  truly  risky. 
This  is  the  most  frequent  comment  I get 
from  folks  from  other  churches  when  I 
describe  the  practice  of  unprogrammed 
worship — how  can  you  prevent  errone- 
ous teaching?  My  answer  is  that  we 
can’t,  and  that  we  testify  to  the  fact  that 


we  shouldn’t  try  to,  but  rather  that  we 
rely  on  the  presence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
reveal  truth  and  expose  error.  This  is  an 
extraordinarily  risky  position  which  I 
fear  too  few  Friends  feel  in  its  full 
weight.  In  I John  4:1  we  read:  “Dear 
friends,  do  not  believe  every  spirit,  but 
test  the  spirits  to  see  whether  they  are 
from  God,  because  many  false  prophets 
have  gone  out  into  the  world.”  We  do 
not  have  a magisterium,  a teaching  of- 
fice of  the  church  whose  job  it  is  to  dis- 
cern truth  and  error.  This  responsibility 
falls  to  each  group  of  Friends,  to  each 
Yearly  Meeting,  relying  the  presence  of 
the  Spirit  as  a trustworthy  guide.  If  we 
have  little  sense  that  we  carry  this  tre- 
mendous responsibility,  and  little  under- 
standing of  the  sources  of  accountability 
to  which  we  look  in  judging  spirits,  we 
are  indeed  at  the  whim  of  every  passing 
fad  in  popular  spirituality. 

To  be  an  apostolic  church 

My  third  point  is  our  understanding 
of  apostolicity — of  what  it  means  to 
claim  that  we  are  living  in  continuity 
with  the  church  of  the  apostles.  The 
claim  of  apostolic  continuity  is  central  to 
many  definitions  of  the  Christian  church, 
including  that  found  in  the  Nicene 
Creed.  I have  been  asked  how  Friends 
see  ourselves  conforming  to  this  mark  of 
the  church,  since  we  do  not  have  any 
structures  to  safeguard  and  perpetuate 
apostolicity.  Our  consistent  answer,  as 
Friends,  is  that  we  live  and  worship  in 
the  same  Spirit  which  was  with  the  apos- 
tles. 

Our  reliance  on  the  real  presence  of 
the  Spirit  among  us  gives  us  both  a 
strong  theology  of  continuity — since  it  is 
the  same  Spirit  of  Christ  at  all  times  and 
places — and  a dynamic  theology  of 
change — since  we  are  ever  open  to  the 
fresh  teachings  of  the  Spirit.  As  Britain 
Yearly  Meeting  put  it:  “Our  continuity 
in  the  apostolic  faith  does  not  depend  on 
[our  book  of  discipline]  or  any  other 
form  of  ‘institutional  continuity,’  but  in 
the  dwelling  in  us  of  the  same  Spirit  that 
the  apostles  received,  and  our  obedience 
to  its  guidance.” 

Our  dependence  on  God’s  power, 
on  the  Holy  Spirit  as  the  guardian  of  the 
faith,  and  our  acceptance  of  both  the 
freedom  and  the  risk  which  this  im- 

5 


plies — these  are  indeed  gifts  which  the 
other  churches  need  to  receive  from  us. 
We  represent  a challenge  to  the  all-too- 
easy  institutional  theology  which  sees  the 
sacraments  and  orders  of  the  church  as 
the  guardians  of  the  faith  rather  than  as 
expressions  of  our  faith. 

Our  view  of  institutional  churches 

The  fourth  point  I want  to  make  in 
this  section  is  about  how  we  view  those 
churches  which  look  to  us  like  they  invest 
undue  importance  in  human  arrangements 
and  structures  of  authority.  Friends 
United  Meeting  (FUM)  recently  stated 
“We  insist  that  the  ‘presidency’  in  our 
worship  belongs  to  Christ  alone,  who  is 
present  as  our  priest  to  intercede  for  us, 
our  bishop  to  oversee  us,  our  prophet  to 
speak  to  us,  our  Lord  to  govern  us.  None 
of  these  powers  can  be  usurped  by  a hu- 
man being  or  lodged  in  a church  office.” 
How  then,  do  we  view  those  churches 
with  human  priests  and  bishops?  Simply 
put,  I propose  we  evaluate  them  in  the 
same  way  that  we  ask  them  to  evaluate 
us — by  looking  for  the  fruits  of  the  Spirit 
in  the  life  of  faith.  As  Britain  Yearly 
Meeting  has  said,  “the  validity  of  worship 
lies  not  in  its  form  but  in  its  power.  ... 
Absence  of  form  and  of  structure  no 
more  guarantee  depth  and  spirituality  of 
worship  than  do  their  presence”.  And 
when  the  other  churches  look  at  us,  we 
become  a reminder  that  every  human  ges- 
ture and  initiative  takes  its  meaning  only 
in  relationship  to  the  living  Christ  among 
us.  This  is  our  positive  message,  the  wit- 
ness we  hold  in  trust  for  the  whole  church 
and  the  whole  world. 

It  is  the  radically  real  presence  of  the 
living  Christ  in  the  worshipping  commu- 
nity which  makes  something  a “church.” 
This  means  that  a church  is  neither  vali- 
dated nor  invalidated  by  any  other  crite- 
ria. To  be  a true  church  does  not  require 
such  things  as  bishops  in  apostolic  suc- 
cession, outward  practice  of  baptism  and 
the  Lord’s  Supper,  or  the  profession  of  a 
particular  creed.  Neither,  though,  does  a 
true  church  require  rejection  of  these 
things.  They  take  their  meaning  in  rela- 
tionship to  Christ’s  presence  among 
them.  They  may  or  may  not  be  infused 
with  divine  presence,  and  it  is  the  pres- 
ence which  validates  the  church.  Ulti- 
mately, it  is  God’s  gift  of  divine  pres- 


ence, and  not  human  structures  and  insti- 
tutions or  the  absence  of  them,  which 
create  a church.  We  can  look  to  the 
qualities  of  life  in  relationship  with 
Christ,  and  be  glad  to  find  the  fruits  of 
the  Spirit  in  our  sister  churches.  And  as 
long  as  we’re  around,  our  sister  churches 
will  need  to  grapple  with  what  our  expe- 
rience implies  about  their  structures  and 
rituals. 

Being  generous  with  our  witness 

My  final  point  in  this  section  is 
about  the  spirit  with  which  we  offer  our 
witness.  When  we  move  away  from  the 
negative  formation  of  identity  and  to- 
ward claiming  a positive  “charism”  or 
spiritual  witness  for  Friends,  we  begin  to 
nurture  a generous  spirit  toward  the 


Mercy  Oduyoye,  Methodist  theologian  from  the  In- 
stitute of  Women  in  Religion  and  Culture  in  Ghana. 


Other  manifestations  of  Christian  faith- 
fulness. We  find  ourselves  able  to  see 
the  gifts  in  other  churches,  and  not  just 
the  flaws.  We  cease  to  compare  our  best 
to  their  worst.  We  find  that  we  can  re- 
joice in  their  times  of  joy  and  grieve  in 
their  times  of  sorrow  (rather  than  the 
opposite).  We  experience  the  fruits  of 
the  Spirit  in  our  relationship  with  the 
churches  in  our  community.  Then  we 
can  know  that  the  spiritual  message  of 
Friends  is  right  and  true  and  absolutely 
necessary  to  the  future  of  Christianity, 
and  still  affirm  with  love  the  gifts  of  the 
other  churches. 

Affirming  the  True  Source  of  the 
Church 

Of  course,  this  is  an  idealized  ver- 
sion of  Friends.  In  fact,  we  are  not  al- 


ways faithful  in  offering  our  testimony. 
We  aren’t  always  sure  we  believe  that 
our  testimony  is  relevant.  And  we  aren’t 
always  attentive  to  nurturing  our  com- 
munion with  the  presence  in  our  midst, 
so  that  we  can  testify  with  integrity  to 
our  experience.  Our  radical  witness  to 
the  other  churches  is  not  primarily  in 
what  we  do  or  don’t  do,  but  in  why. 
Quakerism  is  not  a package  of  practices 
to  be  exported,  but  a coherent  system 
of  belief  based  on  our  experience  of 
divine  leadership  in  the  church.  Be- 
cause we  know  Christ  as  our  present 
teacher,  we  await  the  word  of  God  in 
our  vocal  ministry — we  seek  the  will 
of  God  in  our  meetings  for  busi- 
ness— we  receive  communion  with 
God  in  our  gathered  meetings — we 
celebrate  the  baptism  of  God  in  the 
transformation  of  our  lives — we  rec- 
ognize the  ordination  of  God  in  the 
ministries  of  our  members — we  hold 
ourselves  accountable  to  the  authority 
of  God  present  in  the  faithful  commu- 
nity— we  witness  to  the  kingdom  of 
God  in  the  testimonies  of  our  lives. 

Friends,  by  the  witness  of  our  expe- 
rience, serve  as  a reminder  to  the  other 
churches  of  the  true  source  of  the 
church.  In  my  experience,  it  is  rare  that 
I actually  need  to  assert  a Quaker 
“position”  in  an  ecumenical  debate. 
Rather,  the  effective  witness  I make  is 
in  how  I participate  in  the  process.  I 
focus  on  being  a Quaker  rather  than  ar- 
guing for  Quakerism  as  a fringe  option. 
I fully  believe  that  the  potential  of  the 
Quaker  witness  lies  not  in  the  doctrines 
we  reject  but  in  the  spirit  we  embrace 
and  seek  to  embody. 

Our  witness  implies  a particular 
approach  to  Christian  reconciliation — 
recognizing  and  nurturing  kinship  in 
God’s  terms,  rather  than  seeking  agree- 
ment in  human  terms.  Christian  unity 
lies  not  in  convergence  on  a single  un- 
derstanding of  the  church  and  its  struc- 
tures, but  rather  in  convergence  on  the 
common  experience  of  the  one  Christ 
who  is  at  work  in  all  the  world.  “Jesus 
Christ  is  the  center  of  a Gospel  that  is 
not  primarily  a creed  or  a doctrine  but  a 
life.”  The  particular  approach  of  Friends 
to  Christian  faith  and  life  is  needed  and 
desired.  Do  we  have  the  confidence  to 
offer  it?  Do  we  have  the  option  to 
withhold  it?  □ 
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Discerning  a Compassionate  Response 
Friends  and  the  US/Mexico  Border 

by  Tom  Kowal 

Mt  View  (CO)  Meeting  & Committee  on  Migrant  and  Border  Concerns 


Jack  Nicholson’s  portrayal  of  a con- 
flicted Border  Patrolman  in  The  Bor- 
der foreshadows  our  own  dilemma  as 
Friends,  by  about  20  years  and  1,000 
miles.  The  issues  haven’t  changed  much 
since  the  film  was  made,  but  the  US/ 
Mexico  Border  itself  has  changed — it 
then  was  considered  to  extend  perhaps  a 
few  miles  on  either  side  of  the  Rio 
Bravo/Rio  Grande,  but  now  in  many  re- 
spects it  extends  from  small  towns  in 
Southern  Mexico  and  Central  America 
all  the  way  to  Denver,  Seattle,  Florida 
and  New  York  City.  La  Frontera  is  now 
considered  to  include  interdependent 
communities  extending  a hundred  miles 
on  each  side. 

Furthermore,  the  Border  now  ex- 
tends to  the  kitchens  of  every  kind  of 
restaurant  in  urban  America,  to  its  nurs- 
ing facilities  and  hospitals,  to  the  night 
cleaning  crews  in  every  other  office 
building  in  the  country.  It  extends  to  the 
crews  building  the  houses  down  the 
block,  the  streets  that  take  us  to  Meeting 
and  the  highways  that  take  us  to  Yearly 
Meeting.  It  extends  to  the  cheap  (but 
good)  shirts  on  our  backs  and  the  cheap 
(but  good)  food  in  our  bellies. 

Now  the  Border  extends  to  the  vil- 
lage in  Guerrero  where  the  cheap  (but 
bio-engineered)  Free  Trade  US  corn  has 
driven  a farmer  and  his  family  from  their 
land.  Now,  he  pours  concrete  in  Denver, 
and  the  sons  pack  chickens  in  Omaha, 
where  they  live  with  14  others  from 
Guerrero  in  a single-wide  trailer.  His 
wife  heads  the  cardboard  house  in  the 
Border  maquila-town  of  Nogales  So- 
nora, where  she  and  the  teen-aged 
daughters  work  for  $10  a day  in  the  Ech- 
lin  assembly  plant,  making  electrical 
parts  for  our  Ford  cars  and  trucks.  The 
boys  and  their  father  can’t  visit  the 
mother  and  girls  any  more — the  Border 
is  now  fortified  with  high-tech  surveil- 
lance gear,  with  an  additional  10,000 
Border  Patrols  and  with  fences  and  ac- 


cess roads  provided  by  the  US  military. 
So  now  the  price  to  the  coyotes — the 
smugglers — has  gone  to  $2,000  per 
head  for  each  trip,  and  hundreds  of 
Mexicanos  die  each  year  in  the  passage. 

The  Border  extends  to  the  US  con- 
sulate in  Mexico  City,  where  the  wait- 
ing list  for  a green  card  is  now  twenty  - 
two  years  long.  It  extends  to  Workers’ 
Compensation  facilities  in  Denver, 
where  nearly  half  of  the  injured  workers 
treated  speak  Spanish  and  not  English. 


MBC  Quakers  at  Casa  Maria  with  Rick  Ufford-Chase, 


Director  of  BorderLinks,  and  Luis  Magana,  AFSC 
Farmworkers  Project  in  Sacramento;  Jonathan  Cart- 
land,  Phyllis  Hoge,  Kitty  Ufford-Chase,  Wyn  Lewis, 
Rick  Luis,  and  Danielle  Short.  Photo  by  Tom  Kowal. 


It  extends  to  inner-city  classrooms  in 
Denver  also,  where  most  of  the  kids 
speak  Spanish  and  not  English.  Al- 
though many  of  the  young  students  were 
bom  here  and  are  US  citizens,  they  live 
in  the  Spanish-speaking  underground 
and  their  parents  are  subject  to  deporta- 
tion if  discovered. 

The  Border  extends  to  our  Meet- 
ings and  to  Friends’  publications,  where 
over  many  years  now  we  have  struggled 
with  each  other  (most  times  in  good  or- 
der and  Friendly  tones)  on  Migrant  and 
Border  issues.  Some  Friends  are  con- 
cerned that  we  not  encourage  lawless- 
ness by  assisting  undocumented  work- 
ers, or  that  drugs  or  terrorists  will  min- 


Humane Borders’  postcard.  Humane  Borders  pro- 
vides water  stations  for  those  attempting  to  cross 
the  us/Mexico  border  (see  FB,  Dec.  2000 j. 

gle  with  migrants,  or  that  our  way  of  life 
and  economy  is  threatened  by  a deluge 
of  illegal  immigrants.  Other  Friends 
point  to  the  contributions  and  the  suffer- 
ing of  those  who  work  in  our  economy, 
who  risk  their  lives  to  cross  the  line  that 
the  First  World  has  drawn  across  the 
continent  to  keep  the  Third  World  out, 
or  at  least  to  keep  them  down. 

Given  these  urgent  complexities, 
how  can  Friends,  individually  and  as 
organizations,  discern  a compassionate 
response  to  Migrant  and  Border  issues? 
How  should  we  respond  to  the  condi- 
tions of  7-12  million  Mexicanos  and 
others  who  live  in  our  communities,  who 
work  daily  in  our  fields  and  factories  but 
who  are  denied  the  legal  right  to  be 
here? 

Perhaps  we  could  ask  ourselves  in 
these  terms:  Are  these  “illegals”  who 
should  be  rounded  up  and  sent  back  over 
the  Border?  Or,  are  they  the  strangers 
among  us — the  least  of  these,  the  meek 
and  poor — to  whom  we  owe  the  same 
love  and  aid  as  we  would  owe  to  Jesus? 
Are  these  our  friends,  by  right  of  their 
honest  and  skilled  work  in  our  economy, 
and  in  simple  recognition  of  the  fact  of 
their  presence  among  us?  Or,  are  they 
enemies  and  criminals  because  they 
chose  to  ignore  US  border  and  immigra- 
tion laws?  Is  it  too  harsh  to  ask  our- 
selves whether  we  are  Samaritans  who 
would  share  and  succor,  or  Pharisees 
who  would  stand  on  the  letter  of  the  law 
and  demand  its  satisfaction? 

As  Jack  Nicholson’s  Border  Patrol- 
man discovered,  the  Border  is  first  and 
foremost  inside  each  of  us.  Like  the 
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physical  Mexico/US  Border,  because  we 
were  born  on  the  “right”  side,  we  have 
the  privilege  of  crossing  it  or  not.  So,  in 
the  words  of  the  labor  movement  song, 
“Which  side  are  you  on  (Friend),  which 
side  are  you  on?” 

Friends  may  also  wish  to  consider 
the  following  perspectives,  as  they  pon- 
der migrant  and  Border  issues: 

1)  The  US  has  been  populated  largely  by 
illegal  and/or  forced  immigration.  Most 
of  the  American  West  was  settled  by 
Anglo-Americans  illegally,  and/or  by 
military  conquest.  It  has  been  pointed 
out  that  in  the  case  of  Mexicans,  they 
did  not  cross  the  Border — the  Border 
moved  over  them.  Throughout  US  his- 
tory, biased  immigration  laws  have  fur- 
thered racist  and  exploitative  agendas. 
For  Americans  to  now  insist  that  migrant 
workers  observe  the  US’s  dysfunctional 
border  and  immigration  laws  is  viewed 
by  many  on  both  sides  of  the  River  as 


self-righteous,  self-serving,  and  self- 
deluding. 

2)  Although  chattel  slavery  in  the  US 
ended  in  1865,  current  contract  labor 
arrangements  (and  the  related  collusion 
of  corporate  and  governmental  entities) 
are  similar  to  industrial  wage  slavery 
conditions  that  existed  at  the  beginning 
of  the  last  century.  Agricultural  contract 
labor  and  other  migrant  worker  smug- 
gling arrangements  are  still  in  wide- 
spread use  today  that  bind  workers  to 
repayment  of  passage  money  at  rates 
that  far  exceed  their  ability  to  repay  it. 

3)  The  worker  (as  in  Luke  10;7b)  is  wor- 
thy of  his  hire.  We  depend  heavily  upon 
Latin  Americans  for  food,  clothing  and 
manufactured  goods.  Although  the  US 
has  given  itself  the  legal  right  to  do  so, 
we  do  not  have  the  moral  right  to  force 
them  to  risk  their  lives  and  those  of  their 
children  in  order  to  work  for  us.  Com- 
munities on  both  sides  of  the  border 


need  clean  water  and  air,  roads,  schools 
and  health  care  facilities.  Workers  need 
safe  passage  between  their  jobs  and 
homes.  These,  along  with  fair  wages, 
are  components  of  the  hire  that  we  owe 
them  but  do  not  presently  pay  them. 

4)  John  Woolman  urged  Friends  to 
“Consider  the  seeds  of  war  in  our  own 
possessions.”  How  do  Friends  in  our 
place  and  time  do  that,  and  how  do  we 
observe  and  employ  our  testimonies  of 
simplicity,  equality,  harmony  and  com- 
munity, regarding  migrant  and  Border 
issues?  Perhaps  we  could  ask  again, 
“WWJD?” — in  our  case  meaning, 
“What  Would  John  (or  Elizabeth  or 
Lucretia  or  Martin)  Do?”  □ 


Tom  Kowal  serves  as  co-clerk  to 
Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting’s  Commit- 
tee on  Migrant  and  Border  Concerns.  His 
perspectives  are  his  own  and  should  not 
be  construed  as  representing  those  of  his 
Meeting  or  IMYM  CMBC. 


Peace  Teams  Confront  Middle  East  Violence 

by  Genie  & Bill  Durland 

Lamb’s  Community  Worship  Group  (Trinidad,  CO) 


Front,  1.  to  r.:  LeAnne  Cluasen  (Lutheran),  Jacobus  Vroom  (Evangelical),  Ben  Horst 
(Mennonite);  2nd  row,  I.  to  r.:  Rueben  Penner  (Mennonite),  Genie  Durland,  Jim  Ronan 
(Mennonite  pastor),  Carol  Spring  (Presbyterian);  3rd  row,  1.  to  r.:  Charles  Spring 
(Presbyterian),  Bill  Durland,  Peggy  and  Art  Gish  (Brethren),  Donna  Hicks  (Episcopalian), 
Jerry  and  Sis  Levin, 


Some  time  ago,  Mustafa  Barghouthi, 
President  of  the  Palestinian  Medical 
Relief  Committees  and  Director  of  the 
Health,  Development,  Information  and 
Policy  Institute  (HDIP)  in  Ramallah, 
said:  “Palestinians  have  been  asking  for 
an  international  protection  force  to 
monitor  events  in  the  region  for  months. 
The  US  has  twice  vetoed  a United  Na- 
tions resolution  asking  for  this... 
[Months]  ago,  Palestinians  began  their 
own  grassroots  movement  of  interna- 
tional protection.  Since  then,  delegations 
from  a number  of  European  countries,  as 
well  as  Canada  and  the  United  States, 
have  witnessed  to  and  monitored  the 
situation  on  the  ground  reporting  the 
reality  to  their  home  countries.” 

This  urgent  need  for  accompani- 
ment, protection,  and,  above  all,  witness 


Genie  and  Bill  Durland  were  released  by 
Intennountain  Yearly  Meeting  to  travel  on 
behalf  of  Friends  to  the  Middle  East  and  par- 
ticipate in  Friends  Peace  Teams. 


(in  all  its  forms)  is 
the  primary  impetus 
behind  the  rapidly 
growing  peace  team 
and  peace  and  soli- 
darity delegation 
activity  currently 
underway  in  the 
West  Bank.  Chris- 
tian Peacemaker 
Teams,  a partner 
organization  of 
Friends  Peace 
Teams,  has  had  a 
continuing  presence  quartered  in  He- 
bron and  active  throughout  the  West 
Bank  since  the  mid-90’s.  CPT  perma- 
nent team  members  and  delegations  not 
only  engage  in  accompaniment  and  ob- 
servation activities,  but  often  do  non- 
violent direct  action  and  public  witness 
on  behalf  of  Palestinians  experiencing 
oppression  and  injustice.  Most  Friends 
are  familiar  with  CRT’s  purposes  and 
activities.  However,  Friends  may  not 


know  of  the  other  American  organiza- 
tions which  send  peace  delegations  to 
the  region,  and,  even  more  important, 
of  the  indigenous  Israeli  and  Palestin- 
ian peace  and  justice  groups  working 
with  each  other  and  with  the  foreign 
nationals. 

A Quaker  friend  of  ours,  Ann 
Hardt,  member  of  Pima  Monthly  Meet- 
ing in  Tucson,  Arizona,  joined  an  inter- 
faith delegation  last  year  sponsored  by 
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the  Fellowship  of  Reconciliation  and  co- 
sponsored on  the  ground  in  Palestine  by 
the  Center  for  Rapprochement  Between 
Peoples  (a  Palestinian  peace  group)  and 
the  Israeli  Committee  Against  Home 
Demolitions.  Ann  says  that  FOR  sends 
several  delegations  a year  (as  does  CPT) 
and  that  one  was  there  just  recently  Join- 
ing CPT  and  members  of  the  Interna- 
tional Solidarity  Movement  in  worship 
before  the  Church  of  the  Nativity  in 
Bethlehem.  Ann  reports  that  her  group 
was  primarily  charged  with  listening  and 
learning  from  the  local  peace  and  justice 
groups  and  participating  with  them  when 
called  to  do  so. 

In  addition  to  FOR,  several  Ameri- 
can Churches — United  Methodist,  Epis- 
copalian and  Lutheran,  among  others — 
also  send  information-gathering  delega- 
tions. 

The  International  Solidarity  Move- 
ment (ISM)  is  less  a peace  team  than  a 
nonviolent,  direct-action-resistance- 
against-the-occupation  movement.  It  is 
led  by  Palestinians,  and  internationals 
are  invited  to  join.  Huwaida  Arraf,  a 
young  Palestinian-American  woman 
who  is  one  of  the  founders,  states  that 
recognition  of  “the  importance  of  hav- 
ing internationals  join  Palestinians  in 
nonviolent  resistance  (marches,  pro- 
tests, etc.)  led  to  the  establishment  of 
the  movement  towards  the  beginning  of 
this  latest  Intifada.”  The  movement  was 
launched  with  ISM’s  first  campaign  in 
August  2001.  We  (the  Durlands)  were 
asked  to  provide  advice  and  direction 
about  nonviolence  training  and  orienta- 
tion for  the  movement’s  international 
participants  while  we  were  in  Palestine 
with  a CPT  delegation  just  prior  to  the 
ISM’s  August  campaign — a good  indi- 


“Do Not  Take  Sides!” 

A Response  to  Bill  Durland 

by  John  Janda 

Orange  County  (Santa  Ana,  CA)  Meeting 

In  training  by  the  Federal  Mediation 
and  Conciliation  Service  (they  medi- 
ate stubborn  labor  disputes,  e.g..  Steel- 
workers vs.  US  Steel),  the  first,  fore- 
most and  most  oft-repeated  injunction 
was  DO  NOT  TAKE  SIDES!  It  is  NOT 
your  dispute,  we  were  told,  you  don’t 
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cation  of  how  closely  various  groups 
work  with  each  other. 

In  a recent  e-mail,  Huwaida  told  of 
ISM’s  excursion  to  Jericho  after  being 
repeatedly  refused  entry  into  Ramallah 
during  the  re-invasion  of  that  city, 
“[we]  resolved  to  drive  east,  down  into 
the  Jordan  Valley,  and  try  to  visit  the 
Christian  communities  of  Jericho.  Jeri- 
cho, as  you  may  or  may  not  know  ... 
has  been  under  total  closure  for  many 
months.  Indeed,  the  town  was  sealed 
shut  months  ago  when  a deep  trench 
was  dug  by  Israeli  armored  bulldozers 
around  most  of  the  town.  The  main  en- 
trance is  through  a fortified  Israeli 
checkpoint,  which  has  been  placed  on 
the  southern  approach  road.” 

Huwaida ’s  account  goes  on  to  de- 
scribe how  the  group  met  with  and 
learned  from  Christian  leaders  and 
schoolteachers  in  Jericho  and  were  able 
to  distribute  the  food  they  had  been 
unable  to  share  in  Ramallah. 

ISM,  CPT,  FOR  and  several  Israeli 
peace  groups  have  tried  repeatedly  over 
the  past  month  to  bring  food  to  those 
trapped  in  the  Church  of  the  Nativity  in 
the  spring  of  2002,  but  in  most  cases 
have  only  been  able  to  pray  outside, 
prevented  by  the  IDF  from  any  contact 
with  those  inside. 

The  Israeli  Peace  Activists,  in 
many  ways,  are  the  true  heroes  in  this 
crisis  since  for  Israeli  citizens  to  stand 
and  act  in  public  opposition  to  their 
government’s  policies  of  repression 
and  destruction  in  the  Occupied  Terri- 
tories requires  tremendous  courage. 
Ordinary  Israeli  citizens  work  with 
Rabbis  for  Human  Rights  (RHR),  the 
Israeli  Committee  Against  Home  Dem- 
olitions (ICHD),  Tikkun,  and  Gush 


have  to  live  with  the  consequences  of 
the  settlement.  It  IS  your  job  to  bring 
the  matter  to  resolution.  To  take  sides 
blinds  you  to  many  options/possibilities 
and  discredits  you  in  the  eyes  of  one 
party  or  the  other  (for  your  preference 
for  one  side  will  surely  be  seen  by  the 
other).  Even  if  one  side  “gives  away 
the  candy  store,”  it’s  not  your  job  to 
redress  that.  You’re  not  a judge,  it’s 
not  justice  or  right  you’re  there  to 
achieve,  it’s  resolution,  it’s  an  end  to 
the  dispute,  it’s  peace. 


Shalom,  as  well  as  joining  with  ISM  ac- 
tivities. An  Israeli  peace  activist,  Neta 
Golan,  was  among  those  who  voluntarily 
imprisoned  herself  in  Yassir  Arafat’s 
Ramallah  compound  for  the  entire 
month  of  that  blockade.  ICHD  members 
have  often  been  the  ones  willing  to  lie 
down  in  front  of  bulldozers,  in  some 
cases  successfully  preventing  the  demo- 
lition of  Palestinian  homes. 

Peace  teams,  peace  delegations,  and 
solidarity  groups,  both  international  and 
local,  have  not  been  able  to  prevent  the 
atrocities  of  recent  weeks.  This  is  not  to 
say,  however,  that  they  are  ineffective. 
The  presence  of  internationals  and  Is- 
raelis, who  courageously  oppose  the  oc- 
cupation, surely  has  immeasurable  value 
in  terms  of  possibly  lessening  the  vio- 
lence and  curtailing  or  preventing  indi- 
vidual acts  of  brutality.  Perhaps  even 
more  important  is  their  role  in  telling  the 
world  the  truth. 

Mary  Hughes-Thompson,  who  was 
a member  of  a recent  CPT  emergency 
delegation  (April  15-29,  2002),  wrote 
upon  her  return; 

In  Hebron  young  children  dressed 
each  morning  for  school,  then  fearfully 
walked  up  to  tanks  and  soldiers  to  ask 
if  they  would  be  allowed  to  continue. 
Settlement  children  waited  to  throw 
rocks  at  these  brave  little  students  who 
were  never  allowed  to  retaliate.  Today 
I read  that  several  schools  in  Hebron 
have  been  occupied  by  soldiers.  My 
heart  breaks  as  I recall  the  kindness  we 
received  from  these  gentle  people,  the 
smiles  and  the  thanks  that  greeted  us, 
the  words  of  hope  they  expressed  that 
we  might  let  the  world  know  of  their 
suffering  and  despair.  □ 


Friend  Bill  Durland  (“Should 
Quakers  Take  Sides?”:  FB,  March 
2002)  and  the  readers  of  Friends  Bulle- 
tin might  ponder  that  injunction,  be- 
cause his  message  to  us  reflects  exactly 
the  error  the  Feds  warned  against — an 
error  which  makes  us  part  of  the  prob- 
lem, of  the  continuation  of  the  problem, 
not  of  the  solution. 

For  example,  only  pro-Arab  parti- 
sanship could  have  led  Bill  to  mistake 
the  European  Holocaust  for  “...the 
same  [siclj  events. ..now  taking  place, 
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from  our  own  observations,  in  the  Occu- 
pied Territories  of  Palestine.” 

To  mistake  Israeli  military  heavy- 
handedness  and  deplorable  police  bru- 
tality for  another  Holocaust  is  to  mis- 
state or  misunderstand  the  whole  scope, 
horror  and  intent  of  the  Holocaust,  of 
genocide — as  maybe  even  Bill  was  un- 
consciously aware  (given  the  clumsiness 
of  sentence  structures  in  that  segment  of 
his  commentary).  If  I were  a Jew,  I’d  be 
offended.  I’d  certainly  have  no  trouble 
seeing  Bill’s  partisanship  as  part  of  the 
problem. 

Only  the  Jews  face  the  possibility  of 
another  Holocaust — as  some  Arab 
voices  still  call  for  “pushing  them  into 
the  sea“.  No  one,  however  naive  and/or 
well-intended,  is  entitled  to  trivialize 
their  history  or  the  threat  they  still  face 
by  making  the  Holocaust  grist  for  pro- 
Arab  partisanship  and  propaganda.  The 
Arabs,  as  a whole  people,  are  not  at  risk 
here. 


Poems  by  Helen  Bruner 

Berkeley,  CA 

Palestinian  Winter 

They  have  lost  the  index  fingers 
of  their  lives — old  olive  groves  are 
olive  tears  on  leafless  graves, 
with  winter  on  the  way  again 

Arabic  coffee,  sweet  mint  tea 
served  in  a tent;  home  pulverized 
for  roads  by  others  built  before, 
and  winter  on  the  way  again 

For  all  those  who  want  peace, 
jigsaw  peace, 
each  piece  kept  in  place  by 
the  other, 

who  will  solve  the  puzzle? 

Jig’s  up 

with  winter  on  the  way  again 

Atta,  sleepless,  mutely  watches 
steel  and  concrete  rubble  shadows 
falling  on  his  children’s  nightmares, 
with  winter  on  the  way  again. 
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Another  example:  in  terms  of  “taking 
sides”  generally.  Bill  cites  “Quakers  put- 
ting themselves  on  the  line  for  others  over 
the  issue  of  slavery”  as  somehow  requiring 
us  “to  protect  the  victims  (all  of  them?) 
and  the  oppressed  of  this  world  from  the 
inhumanity  of  the  more  powerful.”  In  my 
view  that’s  another  trivialization  of  an- 
other people’s  history  and  horror — Black 
history  and  horror;  and  Quaker  history — 
or  partisan  Palestinian  purposes. 

Slavery  was  an  abomination,  a HUGE 
offense  to  religious  conscience,  but  Quak- 
ers only  slowly  and  painfully  seasoned  and 
decided  their  opposition  to  slavery,  at  the 
expense  of  other  deep-seated  concerns 
about  private  property  rights.  Does  the 
eventual  Quaker  opposition  to  slavery 
now  require  us  to  join  the  fight  of  all  self- 
proclaimed  “victims  and  oppressed”  of 
this  world  against  whoever  their  propagan- 
dists/spin-doctors identify?  Or  do  we  get 
to  have  a life?  Or  do  we  reflect  a little 
modesty  by  adopting  the  view  that  not 
everything  is  our  quarrel,  that  the  moral 


All  That  Remains 

Grief,  my  friend  whose  home 
has  just  become  a dusty  road 
for  a settlement — another, 
huddles  caught  in  fetal  awe 
Of  flawless  desecration 

Her  gray,  now  formless  dress, 
expanding  as  her  hunger  grows, 
is  washed  in  icy  water 
hauled  to  the  borrowed  tent; 
she  shivers  even  when  it  dries 

Grief,  my  friend — my  other  friend, 
is  in  his  shelter,  shaking.  His  car, 
war  art,  a crystal  night  of  glass, 
holes  spouting  gas,  waits 
just  a match — as  everywhere 
to  set  the  world  on  fire 

Grief  always  has  a baby  boy 
whose  toys  are  mainly  tears, 
his  father — somehow  like  the  sun — 
falling  to  earth  in  a blaze  of  light, 
but  morning  never  comes 

Olives,  dust  and  diarrhea, 
children,  beardless  fighters  scream 
their  parents  anguish  out 

Grief,  the  residue, 
the  dust  of  disappearance 
is  all  that  remains 


issues  underlying  human  disputes  are 
often  blurred  and  “righf’  fairly  equally 
divided;  that  it’s  not  often  black  and 
white  “victims. ..and  the  more  powerful", 
as  it  was  with  slavery.  And  slavery  was 
here,  in  our  own  backyard,  in  our  town 
squares.  That  mattered,  too. 

If  we  take  the  Palestinian  side 
against  the  Israeli  side,  shame  on  us.  Par- 
tisans are  not  peace-makers.  Modesty 
should  also  forbid.  It’s  not  our  quarrel, 
we  don’t  have  to  live  with  the  conse- 
quences of  whatever  settlement  is 
achieved.  Let’s  just  be  for  Peace.  □ 

Correction:  Alicya  Malik  of  Pima 
Meeting  writes  regarding  David  Al- 
bert’s article,  “Uncovering  the  Seeds  of 
War...”  (FB,  June  2002)  : “The  histori- 
cal fact  is  that  the  Quakers  received  the 
Nobel  Peace  Prize.  This  is  correctly 
stated  at  the  bottom  of  the  left  hand  col- 
umn on  page  12.  However,  the  incorrect 
fact  that  AFSC  received  the  Nobel  Prize 
is  stated  on  page  8 in  the  first  paragraph 
of  David  Albert’s  article.” 


These  Pales- 
tinian poems  by 
Helen  Bruner 
(Berkeley,  CA, 

Meeting)  are 
about  her  1998 
trip  to  Israel  and 
the  Palestinian 
territories  with 
the  Compassion- 
ate Listening 
Project.  From 
this  trip.  Friends 
Bulletin  pub- 
lished the  poem, 

“Weaving,  ” and 
the  article,  “Israelis  and  Palestinians:  A Test 
in  Compassionate  Listening”  (May,  2000). 
The  Mid-East  poems  have  been  widely  pub- 
lished. 

Helen’s  book.  Dragon  Breath,  where  the 
Mid-East  poems  appear,  was  published  last 
year.  It  sold  out  immediately,  and  she  made  a 
donation  to  the  AESC  for  blankets  for  Afghan 
refugees.  She  published  a second  edition  this 
year,  proceeds  to  go  to  reconstruction  of  de- 
molished Palestinian  villages.  The  cost  is 
$9.00  to  Helen  Bruner,  910  Colusa  Ave,  #5, 
Berkeley,  CA  94707. 

Helen ’s  most  recent  trip  with  the  Compas- 
sionate Listening  Project  was  to  Syria  in 
March.  She  writes:  “I  had  a wonderful  time 
and  met  amazing  people.  ” We  are  hoping  to 
hear  more  from  Helen  soon! — Editor. 
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The  Aftermath 

(In  memory  of  9/11) 

by  Marybeth  Bland 

Olympia  (WA)  Meeting 


Her  voice  was  calm  as  she  told  her  tale  so  directly. 
I drew  closer  to  the  radio  mesmerized 
And  sat  cross  legged  on  the  floor 
Listening. 

She  spoke  of  her  new  morning  ritual 
Where  she  telephones  her  missing  brother 
After  breakfast  to  hear  his  recorded  voice 
Speaking.  His  warm  greeting 
Brings  her  comfort. 

She  recollects  recent  memories: 

The  red  and  green  striped  tie 

She  bought  for  his  birthday 

Last  August,  the  times  she  heard  him 

Play  his  drums  on  Friday  nights 

At  the  club  down  the  street  from  his  home. 

Sometimes,  she  pictures  him  on  that  day 
Wearing  the  tie  and  sitting  in  his  office  chair 
Facing  the  window,  his  fingers  tapping 
Rhythms  on  the  desk. 

The  radio  goes  silent  as  she  pauses. 

I collect  my  breath  and  wait. 

“Soon,”  she  says,  “I  will  be  forced 
To  sell  his  apartment,  his  belongings. 

But  until  then  and  this  may  sound  strange 
To  those  of  you  listening,  I will 
Continue  my  morning  ritual.” 


by  Cameron  La  Follette 
Salem  (OR)  Meeting 

in  love  of  the  multitude  I walk 
the  bright-winged  birds 
who  rise  in  shining  masses 
calling  and  calling  in  the  marshes 

I kneel  down  in  awe 
rising  on  those  strong  wings 
my  blood  pounds  in  you 
between  this  winter's  earth 
and  the  pale  grey  sky 

standing  in  shadow  of  flight 
I raise  no  hand  against  you 
revering  all  whom  I see 
and  the  many  white-throated  ones 
whom  I never  meet 

oh,  am  I as  the  multitude  is 
rising  joyously  as  one 
in  many  different  lives 
from  the  land  that  holds  me? 


Steps  of  Summer 

by  Alison  Lindell-Ross* 

I can  remember,  lying  still  on  the  dark  fragrant  lawn 
looking  up  into  the  starry  sky  that  goes  for  miles  on 
and  thinking  about  my  summer’s  past 
when  enveloped  in  the  warm  green  grass. 

Casting  a line  into  the  stream  that  flowed  longer  than  I was  tall 

and  touching  my  check  was  the  heavy  breeze 

standing  there?  I had  never  felt  so  small 

to  be  like  this,  to  never  leave 

I breathed  into  the  air,  and  rolled  up  my  sleeve 

then  walked  along  the  grassy  knoll 

and  scooped  in  my  hand,  some  sunlight  stole 

I was  carried  through  a still  and  resting  forest 

branches  bending  low,  bowing  in  my  presence 

the  dirt  was  soft  between  my  toes 

and  I smelled  the  cedar,  and  wild  rose 

I can  remember,  lying  still  on  the  dark  fragrant  lawn 
looking  up  into  the  starry  clear  sky  that  goes  for  miles  on 
and  thinking  about  my  summer’s  past 
while  enveloped  in  the  warm  green  grass. 


* Alison  is  a high  school  student  whose  mother  Carol  is  a mem- 
ber of  Salem  ( OR)  Meeting,  and  a former  correspondent  for 
Friends  Bulletin. 


Friends  BulleI’IN  September  2002 


11 


Intermountain  Yearly 


G-liost 

Abiquiu,  M 


“Quakes”  singing  group  led 
by  Nancy  Taylor 


Genie  and  Bill  Durland  leading  interest  group  on  the  Israeli- 
Palestinian  situation 


Doug  Stevenson, 
bagpiping  Friend 
from  Stillwater, 
OK,  Meeting,  for- 
merly of  Durango 
and  Boulder  Meet- 
ings 
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Rancli 

bw  Mexico 


"Gay  Issues  and  Civil  Rights”:  discussion  for  lesbian,  bisexual,  transgender 
people  and  their  supporters  led  by  Shelley  Cohen  and  Rebecca  Henderson 


Children ’s  program  activities:  swimming  (above)  and  circle  game  (below) 


Meeting  in  Pictures 


Intermountain  YM 
Epistles  and  Minutes 

The  Epistle  of  Intermountain 
Yearly  Meeting, 

Abiquiu,  NM,  June  2002 

Greetings  to  Friends  Everywhere: 

We  are  gathered  here  at  Ghost 
Ranch,  New  Mexico,  after 
fourteen  years  away,  among  mesas, 
canyons,  and  red  rock  cliffs. 

Years  of  searching  ourselves  led 
to  our  coming  here  to  try  this  site 
again.  Who  are  we?  What  is  our 
purpose?  Where  is  right  for  us? 

Our  guest  speaker,  Eden  Grace, 
asks  these  questions  in  a wider 
way.  What  witness  do  we  hold  in 
trust  that  we  offer  the  world,  and 
what  perspective  is  given  us  by 
who  we  are?  Friends  do  not  hold 
what  is  revealed  to  us  be  kept 
unchanged  for  the  future’s  bene- 
fit. Our  witness  is  or  should  be 
now.  This  is  our  trust.  Our  Truth 
does  not  have  a date,  past  or  fu- 
ture. 

Moving  our  meeting  place 
has  not  been  easy,  is  no  panacea  for 
problems,  and  has  required  flexibility 
and  patience  with  one  another  and  our 
hosts.  Our  new  relationship  with  the 
Ghost  Ranch  Conference  Center  holds 
much  promise  of  collaboration  with 
another  faith-based  organization,  the 
Presbyterian  Church  USA,  and  some 
fruits  of  this  are  already  visible.  Being 
together  in  worship,  work,  and  play 
enlivens  us  as  we  come  from  the  wide 
expanse  of  the  American  Southwest. 
We  see  this  especially  for  our  children 
and  youth  who  blossom  in  relationship 
with  other  young  Friends.  Providing 
this  is  not  easy.  We  have  to  learn  to 
combine  responsibility  among  parents, 
our  program  leaders,  and  the  staff  of 
Ghost  Ranch’s  children’s  activities.  We 
are  impressed  with  the  growing  matur- 
ity and  responsibility  of  our  older 
young  people,  especially  Senior  Young 
Friends. 


Bruce  Brown  reading  epistle  (above) 
Children  reading  their  epistle  (below) 


In  our  beautiful  surroundings,  all 
nature  is  not  calm  and  pleasing.  A large 
wildfire  ten  miles  away  sent  a great 
mushroom  cloud  into  the  sky  and 
threatened  the  homes  of  people  who 
work  here  at  the  Ranch  and  many  oth- 
ers. We  were  asked  to  be  ready  to  help 
house  and  feed  possible  evacuees.  We 
and  they  were  blessed  by  changes  in 
conditions  that  favored  firefighters. 

In  hearing  about  our  Yearly  Meet- 
ing’s relation  with  Quaker  peace  and 
service  organizations,  we  have  had 
revelations  of  the  high  stakes  for  both 
those  who  need  and  give  help.  Peace 
Team  members  reported  on  experi- 
ences at  the  scenes  of  death  and  de- 
struction between  Israelis  and  Pales- 
tinians. During  our  week  we  learned 
that  17  migrants  from  Mexico  who 
were  coming  across  the  border  to  work 
had  been  found  dead  in  the  Arizona 
desert  west  of  Tucson.  As  a direct  re- 


sult of  enforcing  US  policy,  as  well  as 
of  international  economic  inequities, 
these  people  put  themselves  in  such 
peril  with  hundreds  of  tragic  results. 
Economic  exploitation  begins  on  the 
Mexico  side  of  the  border  with  few 
worker  rights  and  continues  in  like 
fashion  after  they  arrive  in  the  United 
States  as  legally  unrecognized  and  un- 
protected residents. 

Our  Yearly  Meeting  continues  to 
recognize  these  conditions  as  contrary 
to  central  Quaker  testimonies  of  equal- 
ity and  a just  community  with  human 
rights,  and  see  our  leading  and  respon- 
sibility to  work  for  bettering  them 
through  our  own  activity  and  by  rais- 
ing the  priority  of  effort  in  our 
Quaker  organizations  as  well 
as  in  our  government. 

We  have  been  called  on  to 
attend  to  Good  Order  in  our 
business,  releasing  Friends  to 
follow  concerns  with  our  help, 
making  a shift  to  a whole  new 
order  of  choosing  our  leader- 
ship with  those  needed  coming 
forward  to  serve,  and  taking 
care  in  not  putting  responsi- 
bilities on  too  few  or  on  those 
not  in  a position  to  carry  them. 
As  a Yearly  Meeting  we  are  in 
many  ways  at  a formative 
stage  in  organization. 

We  return  to  our  homes  and  meet- 
ings filled  with  the  joy  of  having  been 
together  and  with  a greater  sense  of 
the  Light  we  follow. — Submitted  by 
Ted  Church,  presiding  clerk,  on  be- 
half of  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting 


News  of  Senior  Young  Friends 


Nathan  Helm-Burger  has  been 
meeting  with  Quaker  co-housing 
groups  in  Northern  California  to  help 
plan  new  communities. 

Amanda  Mosary  will  be  in  the 
Peace  Corps  starting  this  fall,  working 
in  either  Africa  or  the  Caribbean.  AN- 
DREW Peterson  will  return  to  El  Sal- 
vador this  summer  to  continue  his 
work  for  a peace  organization  and  for 
a youth  organization.  His  visit  is  being 
funded  by  the  Clarence  and  Lily  Pick- 
ett Fund  for  Quaker  leadership.  He 
will  study  abroad  next  year  at  Pem- 
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broke  College  in  England. 

Tegwyn  Lewis  Pine  (Santa  Fe,  NM) 
will  participate  in  the  National  Out- 
door Leadership  School  this  fall.  Her 
program  will  involve  78  days  of  rock 
climbing,  sailing,  and  coastal  back- 
backing  in  the  Pacific  Northwest. 
Maya  Wright  wrote  a column  called 
“Quaker  Oatmeal”  explaining  funda- 
mental points  of  Quakerism  for  the 
Earlham  Word  newspaper  at  Earlham 
College.  She  will  study  abroad  in 
Mexico  for  this  upcoming  fall  semes- 
ter. 

Other  Minutes  Approved  at 
THE  2002  Session  of  IMYM 

IMYM  02-12  Friends  approve  the 
following  minute:  “Friends  gathered 
at  the  2002  Intermountain  Yearly 
Meeting  support  the  Religious  Free- 
dom Peace  Tax  Fund  (HR  1186)  and 
ask  that  their  constituent  monthly 
meetings  and  worship  groups  take 
the  concern  to  their  elected  members 
of  Congress. 

IMYM  02-16  Friends  approve  the 
minute  from  Continuing  Committee, 
replacing  the  last  paragraph  with  a 
statement  clarifying  the  position  of 
Juan  Pascoe  (IMYM  Continuing 
Committee,  February  17,  2002.  Re- 
vised and  Approved  June  15,  2002. 
Minute  02/02-9): 

Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  Con- 
tinuing Committee  has  struggled  to 
understand  divisions  within  the  Yearly 
Meeting  which  have  arisen  through  our 
various  responses  to  our  deeply  held 
concern  over  the  problems  of  migrants 
from  south  of  our  border  with  Mexico. 

Acknowledging  the  seriousness  of 
the  border  issues.  Yearly  Meeting  rec- 
ognized a Committee  of  Concern  in 
1997  (IMYM  1997-6-3),  now  known 
as  the  Committee  on  Migrant  and  Bor- 
der Concerns  (CMBC).  At  the  request 
of  Pima  Monthly  Meeting  (Tucson, 
AZ)  , in  2000  the  Yearly  Meeting  con- 
sidered the  leading  of  Juan  Pascoe, 
and  approved  IMYM  Minute  00-17, 
which  released  Juan  Pascoe  to  develop 
initiatives  for  a United  States/Mexico 

(” Epistles, " continued  on  page  16) 


Letter  from  IMYM  to  FCNL 

June  15,  2002 


Dear  Friends, 


Friends  in  the  Intermountain-Border  area  wish  to  call  your  attention  to 
the  urgent  problems  faced  by  migrants  and  other  residents  of  our  border  area. 
These  problems  are  a direct  result  of  US  legislation  and  border  policies, 
which  fail  to  recognize  the  realities  of  economics  and  communities  in  our  re- 
gion. For  example,  while  perhaps  seven  million  Mexican  citizens  work  in  the 
US  economy,  and  they  comprise  an  essential  skilled  workforce  for  many  sec- 
tors, only  about  25,000  legal  permits  are  issued  annually  that  legalize  their 
presence  in  the  US. 

As  a result  of  rapidly  expanding  enforcement  of  these  policies  (often 
referred  to  as  the  fortification  or  militarization  of  the  border),  Mexican  and 
other  Latin- American  workers  on  their  way  to  jobs  in  the  US  are  forced  into 
remote  desert  and  mountainous  areas,  where  hundreds  of  Mexican  workers  are 
dying  each  year  of  thirst  and  exposure.  Their  families  are  left  destitute.  Many 
thousands  more  workers  suffer  discrimination,  extreme  exploitation,  and  inhu- 
mane working  and  living  conditions.  In  addition.  Latino  residents  in  the  bor- 
der areas  are  increasingly  subject  to  violations  of  their  civil  rights  and  dignity, 
at  the  hands  of  over-zealous  enforcement  agents. 

Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  requests  that  the  Friends  Committee  on 
National  Legislation  Policy  Committee  in  its  current  consideration  of  priori- 
ties include  the  urgent  need  for  a legislative  response  to  the  continuing  trag- 
edy on  the  US-Mexico  Border.  The  treatment  of  migrant  workers  and  eco- 
nomic refugees  from  Mexico  merits  special  consideration  as  part  of  FCNL’ s 
continued  concern  with  human  rights  (cf:  Section  8 of  FCNL’s  legislative  pol- 
icy statement,  “Respecting  Human  Rights  At  Home  and  Abroad”),  both  be- 
cause of  the  maltreatment  and  deaths  of  workers,  and  because  of  the  escalat- 
ing violations  of  the  dignity  and  civil  rights  of  both  citizens  and  non-citizens. 

FCNL’s  Friends  in  IMYM,  through  its  Committee  on  Migrant  and  Bor- 
der Concerns  and  the  work  of  a Released  Friend,  urge  FCNL  attention  to 
these  issues.  We  believe  that  immediate  US  Congressional  and  Executive,  as 
well  as  bi-national,  efforts  are  needed  to  resolve  these  problems.  We  urge 
FCNL  to  allocate  adequate  resources  to  the  migrant  and  border  issues,  and 
offer  our  own  cooperation  and  support  to  the  initiative.  Please  contact  Tom 
Kowal  and  Wyn  Lewis,  Co-Clerks  of  IMYM’s  Committee  on  Migrant  and 
Border  Concerns,  and  Released  Friend  Juan  Pascoe  for  further  information 
and  coordination. 

On  behalf  of  Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting 
Ted  Church,  Clerk 


Tom  Kowal 

6862  Wyman  Way 

Westminster,  CO  80030 

H:  303-428-4816 

Cell:  720-373-1140 

E-Mail:  tomandannette@attbi.com 


Juan  Pascoe 
2914  E Drachman  St 
Tucson,  AZ  85716 
520-326-3061 
pasassoc@aol.com 


Ik 


FriundS  Bulletin  September 2002 


15 


(“Epistles,  ” ontinued from  page  15) 

intergovernmental  effort  to  devise  a 
means  of  regularizing  cross-border 
workers. 

In  retrospect,  an  attempt  to  meld 
Juan  Pascoe’s  work  with  the  work  of 
the  CMBC  failed  to  recognize  the  lack 
of  unity  among  those  involved.  Unin- 
tended hurt,  pain  and  misunderstanding 
resulted,  hampering  the  effectiveness  of 
concerned  Friends.  The  CMBC  recog- 
nized the  problem,  and  brought  it  to  the 
attention  of  the  Yearly  Meeting  in 
2001. 

We  are  mindful  that  when  we  release 
a Friend,  we  assume  responsibility  to 
provide  discernment  and  support,  but 
we  cannot  seek  to  change  their  leading. 

In  the  words  of  Philadelphia  Yearly 
Meeting  Faith  and  Practice,  1998, 
“When  presented  with  an  urgent  con- 
cern or  proposal,  whether  by  an  indi- 
vidual under  strong  leading  or  by  a 
group  with  a powerful  sense  of  mis- 
sion,... yearly  meetings  may  be  tempted 
to  act  precipitately.  It  is  helpful  in 
reaching  a rightly  ordered  sense  of  the 
meeting  to  have  in  place  a procedure 
for  the  broad  prior  consideration... of 
such  concerns  or  proposals.” 

We  now  recognize  that  as  a Yearly 
Meeting  we  made  this  mistake,  by 
omitting  the  important  step  of  “broad 
prior  consultation.”  We  wish  to  ac- 
knowledge our  mistake,  apologize  to 
those  who  have  been  hurt,  and  move 
forward  in  a spirit  of  reconciliation. 

We  have  received  the  report  and  rec- 
ommendations concerning  the  work  of 
Juan  Pascoe  and  that  of  the  Committee 
on  Migrant  and  Border  Concerns.  We 
ask  Pima  Monthly  Meeting  and  the  com- 
mittee it  has  established  to  continue  to 
oversee  the  work  of  Juan  Pascoe.  We 
affirm  the  support  of  IMYM  for  the  re- 
lease of  Juan  Pascoe  by  Pima  (Tucson, 
AZ)  Monthly  Meeting.  We  also  ask  that 
our  treasurer  send  funds  already  re- 
ceived for  the  work  of  Juan  Pascoe  and 
any  received  in  the  future,  to  Pima 
Monthly  Meeting  for  disbursement  as  its 
Oversight  Committee  may  request. 

These  instructions  supersede  the  perti- 
nent sections  of  the  last  paragraph  of 
IMYM  00-17. 

The  committee  on  Migrant  and  Bor- 


der Concerns  is  relieved  of  any  respon- 
sibility for  overseeing  the  work  of  Juan 
Pascoe  as  implied  in  the  second  to  last 
paragraph  of  IMYM  00-17.  We  thank 
the  committee  for  its  ongoing  work  and 
ask  that  Friends  continue  to  be  in- 
formed of  its  progress. 

IMYM  02-19  Friends  wish  to  send 
two  representatives  to  the  FWCC  Con- 
sultation on  Peace  Witness  in  a Time  of 
Crisis.  □ 

Highlights  from  Intermountain 
State-of-the-Meeting  Reports 

Flagstaff  (AZ)  Meeting:  Three 
years  ago  we  set  out  on  a Meeting  house 
remodeling,  investing  time,  talent  and 
painstaking  efforts  to  forebear  and  under- 
stand one  another’s  ideas.  Then  for  two 
years,  with  the  design  on  which  we  found 
unity,  we  all  contributed  in  different 
amounts  of  work  (from  professional  to 
novice),  money,  and  determination  to  its 
completion.  Now  it  is  done,  roomier  in 
places,  more  inviting,  and  accessible  to 
people  who  would  be  handicapped  by 
steps,  narrow  places  and  unusable  fix- 
tures.... 

We  experiment  with  ways  to  greet 
and  speak  to  the  needs  of  newcomers. 
Shaken  by  the  violence  in  September  and 
since,  we  have  talked  and  thought  deeply 
together  about  the  Peace  Testimony  and 
shared  some  of  this  with  our  city.  To 
think  more  about  our  spiritual  condition, 
fifteen  of  us  were  able  to  go  overnight  to 
the  Meeting’s  first  off-site  retreat  to  Ar- 
cosanti,  with  Robert  Griswold  (Mountain 
View  Meeting,  Denver,  CO)  as  our  re- 
source guest.... 

Pima  Meeting  (Tucson,  AZ):  Reflec- 
tions on  this  past  year  have  been  dark- 
ened by  the  events  of  September  1 1 and 
after,  but  despite  the  shocks  and  oiu-  re- 
sponses to  yet  another  war,  the  Meeting 
has  sustained  its  efforts  toward  healing 
and  working  together.  The  war  also 
awakened  our  activist  need  to  express 
our  peace  testimony  and  endeavor  to  im- 
prove the  situation.  Both  as  a group  and 
privately  we  have  voiced  the  Quaker  po- 
sition regarding  the  war,  and  we  have 
followed  the  examples  of  our  members 


whose  dedication  to  worthy  causes  has 
been  a steady  example  of  witnessing  and 
speaking  truth  to  power.... work  against 
the  death  penalty,  for  the  homeless  and 
mentally  ill,  on  border  issues,  on  civil 
liberties  and  discrimination,  on  the  need 
to  educate  the  young  about  their  options 
on  military  service  or  conscientious  ob- 
jection, and  many  others. 

Tempe  (AZ)  Meeting:  The  need  for 
deeper  sharing  among  Friends  was  also 
a recurring  theme  of  our  annual  winter 
retreat,  held  in  January  and  led  by  Steve 
Smith,  a member  of  Claremont  (CA) 
Meeting  and  professor  of  Philosophy  at 
Claremont  McKenna  College.  Focus  for 
the  gathering  was  provided  by  a query: 
“If  you  could  put  your  finger  on  one 
thing  that  from  your  point  of  view  would 
enrich  the  spiritual  life  of  Tempe 
Monthly  Meeting,  what  would  it  be?” 
We  considered  ways  to  better  “know 
each  other  in  those  things  which  are  eter- 
nal” and  are  discussing  such  ideas  as  hav- 
ing a discussion  theme  at  our  Friendly  8’s 
dinners... and  a “Spiritual  Formation 
Group”  program  such  as  that  of  Baltimore 
Yearly  Meeting.... 

Durango  (CO)  Meeting:  In  attending 
to  the  Inner  Light  of  Friends,  we  shared 
a very  nurturing  weekend  retreat  at  End- 
aba,  a Quaker-owned  retreat  center  (and 
B & B)  near  Pagosa  Springs,  CO.  The 
theme  of  the  retreat  was  developed 
around  Thomas  Kelley’s  A Testament  of 
Devotion.  A number  of  Friends  continue 
to  meet  in  three  Spiritual  Friendship 
groups  that  began  meeting  last  year. ... 
Fort  Collins  (CO)  Meeting:  Atten- 
dance at  weekly  worship  has  become 
more  regular  for  many  of  us,  and  Friends 
have  noted  the  depth  and  power  of  both 
vocal  and  silent  ministry.  We  continue 
singing  on  First  Days,  prior  to  Meeting 
for  Worship....  Under  the  Clerk’s  guid- 
ance, issues  in  our  business  meetings  are 
thoroughly  considered  and  discussed, 
without  an  undue  amount  of  time  being 
expended.  This  is  greatly  appreciated  by 
those  attending  business  meeting.  Our 
relationship  with  AFSC  has  grown 
closer  this  year.  Danielle  Short  from  the 
AFSC  office  in  Denver  visited  the  meet- 
ing and  shared  information  about  vari- 
ous AFSC  projects,  especially  those 
dealing  with  immigrant  rights.  We  also 
were  blessed  with  Friendly  visitors  from 
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Friends  General  Conference’s  Traveling 
Ministries  program,  Virginia  and  David 
Wood  from  Dayton,  OH,  who  led  a Sat- 
urday morning  workshop. ..We  have  had 
larger  participation  in  Regional  and 
Yearly  Meeting  and  the  FGC  Gathering. 
Mountain  View  Meeting  (Denver, 
Co):  In  addition  to  Yearly  and  Re- 
gional meeting  assessments,  more  than 
a third  of  our  annual  budget  goes  to 
Friends’  outreach  and  other  social  ac- 
tion groups  such  as  FCNL,  local  and 
national  AFSC  branches.  Prisoner  Visi- 
tation and  Support  (PVS),  and  the  local 
New  Foundations  Alternatives  to  Vio- 
lence Project  (AVP)....A  group 
concerned  about  migrant  and 
border  issues  gets  together  | 
monthly,  and  an  Amnesty  Inter- 
national  letter-writing  group  has 
begun  to  meet.  Others  have 
been  part  of  a project  to  refur- 
bish wheelchairs  for  use  in  the 
third  world.  Bill  and  Jeannie 
Durland  gave  a presentation 
about  their  experiences  with 
Christian  Peacemakers  in  the 
Middle  East,  and  our  meeting 
has  begun  to  work  with  the 
Campaign  for  Secure  Dwellings 
because  of  it.  One  member  has 
been  released  for  ministry  to 
pursue  a leading  in  Guatemala  and  an- 
other traveled  over  Christmas  2001  to 
the  West  Bank  and  Gaza  as  an  observer 
with  the  International  Solidarity  Move- 
ment. 

Albuquerque  (NM)  Meeting:  The 
inability  of  Friends  in  the  meetings  and 
worship  groups  of  New  Mexico  Re- 
gional Meeting  to  collectively  sustain 
the  organization  disturbs  many  of  us 
individually.  This  follows  an  intensely 
followed  Regional  Meeting  gathering  at 
Ghost  Ranch  the  week  after  9/11,  from 
which  emerged  a moving  and  powerful 
statement  of  our  belief. . ..What  is  even 
more  heartening  is  that  our  vital  9 
o’clock  Meeting  for  Worship  seeking 
guidance  in  action  has  found  itself  led 
to  respond  forcefully  to  the  seriously 
changed  and  damaged  social  climate  in 
USA.  The  group  has  created  and  pub- 
lished in  local  papers  statements  which 
testify  to  our  heritage  as  a peace  church 
and  which  clarify  our  stand  against  hos- 
tilities in  all  their  forms. 


El  Paso  (TX)  Meeting:  El  Paso 
Monthly  Meeting,  now  thirty  years  old, 
was  featured  in  an  article  in  the  El  Paso 
Times  this  spring.  The  article  elicited 
several  inquiries  about  the  meeting.  We 
have  enjoyed  visits  from  new  attenders. 
In  the  same  year  we  took  in  one  new 
member,  who  has  since  moved  from  El 
Paso. 

Gila  (NM)  Meeting:  A birthright 
Quaker  among  us  has  apprehended  a 
fairly  pervasive  denigration  of  Chris- 
tians within  the  wider  Quaker  commu- 
nity and  advises  a close  look  at  the 
roots  of  our  religion.  As  a faith  commu- 


Intermountain  Yearly  Meeting  Visitors:  Ignacio  Gonzalez  of 
Mexico  City  Meeting  (left)  and  Nancy  Yarnall,  Friends  World 
Committee  Field  Staff  (Corvallis,  OR,  Meeting). 


nity,  we  responded  to  an  individual  ask- 
ing for  our  assistance  with  housing, 
transportation,  finances,  health  prob- 
lems and  prayer.  We  have  been  repaid 
by  this  person’s  adding  wisdom  and 
patience  and  presence  to  our  Meeting. 
We  sit  together  in  the  silence  and  re- 
ceive the  blessing  of  one  another  united 
in  worship. 

Las  Cruces  (NM)  Meeting:  This 
has  been  in  many  ways  a good  year  for 
our  meeting.  Several  new  attenders 
have  joined  us.  We  have  settled  into  our 
new  building,  and  it  is  now  paid  off, 
since  we  received  the  rest  of  our  grant. 
Once  a month,  we  have  a special  ses- 
sion of  Religious  Education  instead  of 
silent  worship.  This  year  we  have  been 
taking  turns  sharing  our  individual  jour- 
neys. This  has  been  enriching  and  mov- 
ing, both  for  those  who  speak  and  those 
who  listen. 

Santa  Fe  (NM)  Meeting:  Our  Eirst 
Day  school  program  has  been  chal- 
lenged by  the  wide  range  of  our  chil- 


dren’s ages  and  by  sporadic  attendance. 
However,  thanks  to  intensive  planning 
and  the  involvement  of  dedicated  adult 
and  senior  young  Eriends  leaders,  the 
program  thrives.  Also,  young  Eriends 
help  direct  their  program  through  their 
own  regular  business  meetings.  Lessons 
have  focused  on  Quaker  values  and  his- 
tory, using  Eriends  General  Conference 
curricula  and  other  materials,  as  well  as 
“visits”  from  historical  Eriends. 

Logan  (UT)  Meeting:  Over  the  last 
two  years  our  entire  meeting  has  drawn 
inspiration  from  Joni  Eorsgren-White’s 
battle  with  a disease  that  was  initially 
diagnosed  as  Parkinson’s. 
Instead,  it  proved  to  be  hy- 
drocephalus. She  has  fol- 
lowed a strict  regime  of 
physical  therapy  ever  since. 
Miraculously,  she  is  now  able 
to  walk  around,  care  for  her- 
self, and  drive.  Margaret 
Ryan,  one  of  our  members, 
provided  invaluable  assis- 
tance to  Joni  for  much  of 
2000-2001.  A number  of 
other  members  and  attenders 
deserve  a pat  on  the  back  for 
rallying  around  Joni  and  help- 
ing her  out.  But  no  one  de- 
serves more  credit  than  Joni 
herself.  Her  perseverance  has  been  most 
impressive. 

Moab  (UT)  Meeting:  This  year  we 
officially  became  a Monthly  Meeting. 
Throughout  the  year  we  have  been  ex- 
ploring exactly  what  this  new  step  means 
to  our  group.  We  now  have  18  adults 
and  9 children.. .We  are  very  committed 
to  each  other  and  to  making  a commu- 
nity together,  so  we  will  continue  ex- 
ploring new  ways  of  doing  this  during 
the  coming  year. 

Salt  Lake  City  (UT)  Meeting:  As 
with  the  rest  of  the  nation,  the  Septem- 
ber 1 1 attacks  sent  shock  waves  of  grief 
and  anger  through  SLCMM.  Special 
meetings  to  adopt  an  expression  of  our 
dismay  and  concern  resulted  in  a minute 
stating  our  hope  that  the  national  re- 
sponse would  be  measured  and  lawful. 
We  purchased  ad  space  for  the  minute  in 
the  Salt  Lake  Tribune  and  Deseret  News, 
Salt  Lake’s  daily  newspapers.  We  also 
minuted  and  sent  a letter  of  concern  and 
solidarity  to  a local  organization.  □ 
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Book  Reviews 


Truth  of  the  Heart:  An  Anthology  of 

George  Fox,  collated,  edited,  translated 
and  annotated  by  Rex  Ambler,  Quaker 
Books,  Friends  House,  London,  printed 
by  Thanet  Press,  2001. 

Do  we  really  need  Fox  to  be  col- 
lated, edited,  translated  and  anno- 
tated (not  to  mention  having  an  intro- 
duction, a glossary  and  a final  essay)? 
As  someone  who  has  struggled  with  Fox 
for  years,  I would  say,  YES!  Friends 
meetings  always  have  various  editions  of 
Fox’s  writings  in  their  libraries  but  they 
don’t  get  much  use.  We  Friends  should 
long  ago  have  faced  the  fact  that  Fox’s 
writings,  as  we  have  received  them,  do 
not  make  his  message  easily  accessible 
or  understood.  Fox  wasn’t  primarily  a 
writer  and  he  had  little  concern  with 
readers  in  general.  I would  venture  to 
say  that  more  Friends  have  struggled 
with  these  writings  and  given  up  than 
have  reached  a profound  understanding 
of  Fox’s  message. 

There  are  probably  a number  of  rea- 
sons for  our  failure  to  bring  Fox  up  to 
date  but  one  reason  has  to  be  the  human 
impulse  to  venerate  the  founders  of  a 
faith.  This  leads  us  to  keep  going  with 
older  texts  even  though  they  are  in  great 
need  of  translation  and  organization  to 
be  understood  by  modern  readers.  There 
are  real  dangers  in  this  reticence.  The 
message  of  the  founder  can  easily  get 
muddled  and  missed  by  being  encased  in 
antique  language. 

This  risk  is  compounded  in  the  case 
of  Fox.  Fox  had  coherence  in  his  writ- 
ing; meaning  that  what  he  said  can  be 
found  to  be  internally  consistent.  But 
Fox  did  not  have  a system,  especially 
not  a belief  system.  Fox’s  spiritual  in- 
sight was  that  belief  systems  (he  would 
have  called  them  “forms”)  are  a falling 
away  from  true  religious  experience  and 
practice.  Belief  systems  are  not  first- 
hand experiences  of  the  divine  but  are 
thoughts  (Fox  would  have  called  them 
“notions”)  held  in  the  mind.  Fox  would 
have  none  of  such  things  in  his  religion. 
As  Ambler  says  of  Fox,  “He  was  not. . . 
presenting  a teaching  that  people  were 
expected  to  believe  and  follow,  whether 
mystical,  biblical  of  whatever.  He  was 
telling  them  rather  to  do  something,  be- 
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cause  what  they  needed  to  make  them 
free  and  fulfilled  as  human  beings, 
‘perfect’,  was  in  them  and  it  was  in  them 
already  without  their  having  to  imbibe  it 
from  a church,  or  teaching  outside.” 
Hence,  Fox’s  writings  are  not  telling  us 
what  we  should  believe  to  be  true  but 
are  there  to  lead  us  to  give  up  the  self  we 
have  built  in  our  minds  in  order  to  be 
able  to  discover  Truth  within.  His  years 
of  preaching  were  focused  on  encourag- 
ing everyone  he  met  to  undertake  this 
discovery  and  to  stick  with  it.  A simple 
message. 

The  fact  that  a message  is  simple 
doesn’t  mean  that  it  is  easily  grasped 
especially  when  that  message  is  counter- 
intuitive. Jesus’  message  (“the  location 
of  heaven  is  near”)  was  simple,  too,  but 
it  got  badly  muddled.  Fox’s  simple  mes- 
sage is  that  the  individual  seeker  and 
groups  can  find  the  truth,  but  first  they 
must  give  up  thinking  they  can  find  it  by 
thinking  about  it.  This  simple  message 
still  needs  to  be  repeated,  illustrated  and 
talked  about  so  that  it  may  to  be  taken  to 
heart.  To  appreciate  Fox  we  need  all  the 
help  we  can  get. 

Ambler  has  put  that  help  together  in 
one  book.  The  book  consists  of  several 
components.  It  begins  with  an  introduc- 
tion in  which  Ambler  describes  how  he 
came  to  write  this  book.  This  is  followed 
by  selections  from  Fox’s  writings  di- 
vided into  three  parts:  The  Individual, 
The  Group  and  The  World.  Within  these 
parts  topics  are  taken  up  and  relevant 
quotes  gathered  (for  example,  in  part 
one  on  the  individual,  there  are  ten 
quotes  on  the  topic  of  “experience.”) 
Most  commendably  these  quotes  are  set 
so  that  we  have  an  older  version  of  Fox 
on  the  left-hand  page  and  Ambler’s 
translation  on  the  right-hand.  This  lets  us 
compare  for  ourselves  and  judge  the 
merits  of  the  new  translation.  I found 
these  translations  true  to  Fox  and  re- 
freshingly straightforward.  At  the  end  of 
each  part  are  notes  that  give  the  citation 
for  each  quote. 

Ambler’s  inclusion  of  a glossary 
also  shows  his  recognition  that  modern 
readers  need  help  with  Fox.  The  lan- 
guage has  changed  in  350  years  and  to 
ignore  that  fact  is  to  confine  Fox  to  the 
few  scholars  who  have  the  time  and  pa- 
tience for  the  struggle  Fox’s  writing  en- 


tails. We  may  seriously  misunderstand 
Fox  if  we  do  not  know  what  particular 
words  or  expressions  meant  to  him.  For 
example,  “meat”  for  us  means  animal 
flesh,  while  for  Fox  it  simply  meant 
food — any  food.  And  when  Fox  says, 
“We  know  that  wars  and  fightings  pro- 
ceed from  the  lusts  of  men,  out  of  which 
lusts  the  Lord  hath  redeemed  us,  and  so 
out  of  the  occasion  of  war,”  today’s 
readers  could  easily  understand  this  use 
of  the  word  “occasion”  in  the  modem 
sense  of  a place  and  time  for  an  event  to 
occur.  If  given  this  understanding,  this 
passage  might  seem  to  mean  that  the 
virtue  of  Friends  would  allow  them  to 
escape  the  events  of  war.  For  Fox,  how- 
ever, the  word  “occasion”  meant  cause 
or  reason,  so,  what  Fox  is  saying  is  that 
Friends  do  not  share  the  motivation  that 
leads  others  to  make  wars.  Reading  Fox 
is  not  an  easy  task.  Without  a translation 
or  a glossary  this  task  becomes  one  that 
will  prevent  even  Friends  from  being 
well  acquainted  with  him. 

If  your  meeting  can  only  buy  ten 
books  for  your  library  this  year,  I recom- 
mend that  you  buy  ten  copies  of  Am- 
bler’s book.  It  can  be  used  in  your  First 
Day  school,  in  your  Quakerism  101 
classes,  and  it  will  be  a source  to  which 
you  can  confidently  refer  your  new  ap- 
plicants and  members.  Long-time  mem- 
bers also  may  find  they  have  much  to 
learn  about  Friends  if  they  read  this 
book.  □ 

Reasons  for  Hope:  The  Faith  and  Fu- 
ture of  the  Friends  Church  by  John  Pun- 
shon.  Friends  United  Press:  Richmond, 
IN,  2001.  395  pages,  paper  $24.00.  Re- 
view by  Lois  Barton,  Eugene  (OR) 
Friends  Meeting. 

This  book  is  clearly  addressed  to  the 
members  of  Friends  churches,  who 
are  also  referred  to  as  the  Programmed 
or  Pastoral  branch  of  the  Religious  Soci- 
ety of  Friends.  Punshon,  a professor  of 
theology  at  Earlham  College  and  author 
of  many  books  and  articles  (most  nota- 
bly, Portrait  in  Grey  and  Letter  to  a 
Universalist)  takes  a careful  look  at 
those  “distinctives”  which  make  the 
Eriends  Church  unique.  These  are  the 
“language,  institutions,  historical  per- 
spectives, practices  and  particular  doc- 
trines that  are  unique  to  Friends,”  The 
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book  examines  in  great  detail  beliefs 
about  salvation,  convincement,  conver- 
sion, grace,  the  Light,  Christ  as  the 
Word,  the  covenant  and  many  more — all 
in  theological  terms  which  may  not  be 
clearly  familiar  to  liberal  Friends.  Pun- 
shon  looks  at  historical  as  well  as  mod- 
ern movements  that  threaten  the  future 
of  the  Friends  Church.  He  explains  the 
development  of  the  pastoral  system  dur- 
ing revivals  in  the  mid-nineteenth  cen- 
tury in  the  Mid-West.  He  reviews  the 
way  the  holiness  movement  worked  into 
church  practices.  He  looks  at  modernism 
and  postmodernism  and  the  effects  of 
pluralism  as  well  as  the  strengths  of 
evangelism. 

An  important  question  addressed  in 
this  book  is  whether  the  Friends  Church 
can  (or  should)  hang  on  to  its  unique 
“distinctives”  and  the  importance  of  an 
“open”  congregation.  For  Punshon,  this 
is  an  imperative.  “Because  Friends  have 
always  believed  that  God  can  speak  to 
us  through  anyone,  not  just  the  pastor,” 
writes  Punshon,  “Open  worship  is  the 
time  when  the  whole  congregation  is 
assembled  to  hear  what  the  spirit  is  say- 
ing to  the  church”  (p  213). 

Reflecting  on  the  future  of  pastoral 
Friends,  Punshon  concludes:  “As  the 
Friends  Church  contemplates  the  fu- 
ture... what  will  it  see  as  the  way  for- 
ward? Its  most  important  task  is  a spiri- 
tual rather  than  a theological  one:  to  re- 
alize that  it  is  faced  with  an  opportunity 
possibly  as  challenging  as  the  holiness 
revival....  But  if  we  take  our  Quaker 
heritage  and  bury  it  in  the  sand,  a very 
different  destiny  awaits  us.  This  is  the 
choice  before  us.  Renewing  the  Quaker 
vision  is  not  a strategy  for  survival:  it  is 
to  safeguard  that  portion  of  his  wealth 
entrusted  to  us  by  the  Lord  himself.  We 
had  better  make  sure  we  know  what  we 
are  supposed  to  do  with  it.” 

This  book  may  be  helpful  to  FUM 
and  Evangelical  Friends,  but  its  nearly 
four  hundred  pages  of  closely  reasoned 
details  based  on  a Christocentric  theol- 
ogy makes  heavy  reading  for  this  re- 
viewer who  finds  small  personal  mean- 
ing in  what  feels  like  excessive  consid- 
eration of  fine  points  ad  infinitum.  □ 

You  Don’t  Have  to  Sit  on  the  Floor,  by 
Jim  Pym.  Ulysses  Press:  March  22, 
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2002.  192  pages.  $12.95.  Reviewed  by 
Elizabeth  Boardman,  San  (CAO  Fran- 
cisco Meeting. 

Jim  Pym,  author  of  the  fine  introduc- 
tory book  about  Quakers  called  Listen- 
ing to  the  Light,  has  now  brought  out 
another  equally  charming  book  about 
Buddhism,  called  You  Don’t  Have  to  Sit 
on  the  Floor.  After  forty  years  among 
different  kinds  of  Buddhists,  this  unpre- 
possessing writer,  raised  a Catholic  and 
now  active  among  both  Quakers  and 
Pure  Land  Buddhists,  has  presented  a 
clear  and  easy-to-read  description  of 
Buddhist  faith  and  practice.  Throughout, 
he  stresses  the  first  teaching  he  ever 
heard  from  a Buddhist  monk.  “The  Bud- 
dha tells  us  only  to  believe  what  is  true 
and  helpful  for  us.”  We  do  not  need  “to 
accept  anything  just  because  it  is  tradi- 
tional, taught  by  a teacher,  or  found  in  a 
holy  book,  but  only  if  it  is  good  and 
helpful  in  making  our  lives  harmoni- 
ous.” 

“Enlightenment”  among  Buddhists, 
Jim  Pym  explains,  does  not  mean  intel- 
lectual or  scientific  understanding,  but 
rather  release  from  suffering.  All  of  the 
prayers  and  practices  of  Buddhism  are 
geared  towards  this  end  of  suffering,  be 
it  physical  or  emotional,  personal  or  cos- 
mic. Pym  describes  the  different  prac- 
tices, poems,  and  prayers  of  Buddhist 
sub-groups,  but  never  in  a pedantic  way. 
His  intention  is  that  Western  readers 
should  see  how  easily  they  could  incor- 
porate some  of  these  practices  into  their 
own  understanding — without  having  to 
sit  on  the  floor!  We  can  be  “homeless” 
by  ceasing  to  focus  on  material  things. 
We  can  give  and  receive  grace  whether 
we  believe  in  a God  or  not.  We  can 
“surrender”  ourselves  in  compassion  for 
others,  and  “take  refuge”  in  Amida,  the 
divine  Spirit. 

Jim  uses  lyrical  excerpts  from  the 
Buddhist  literature  to  explain  what  Bud- 
dha, Dharma,  Sangha  and  other  Bud- 
dhist concepts  mean.  He  tells  about  the 
three  signs  of  being,  the  four  noble 
truths,  and  the  noble  eightfold  path.  He 
explains  koans  and  “mindfulness,”  tells 
about  bodhisattvas  and  Kwan  Yin,  the 
eternal  feminine.  He  inspires  us  to  want 
to  join  in  “the  circle  of  compassion.”  He 
ends  the  book  with  a straightforward 
bibliography  and  a practical  list  of  Brit- 


ish and  American  Buddhist  organiza- 
tions to  help  the  western  reader  get  more 
information. 

Jim  Pym  may  have  been  led  to  write 
this  book  by  a dream  he  describes:  “I 
dreamt  that  the  Buddha  and  Christ  met, 
and  they  embraced,  laughed  and  even 
cried  together  before  sharing  a deep  si- 
lence.” 

To  Dwell  in  the  Power  of  Truth  by  Jack 
Ross.  Argenta  Friends  Press,  Argenta, 
BC,  1999.  Canadian  Quaker  Pamphlet 
Series;  no.  49,  50  pp.  Reviewed  by  Jean 
Triol,  Glacier  Valley  Worship  Group, 

W:ll,  MT. 

ho  is  Jack  Ross  and  what  did  this 
Friend  do  that  caused  his  incar- 
ceration in  a maximum-security  federal 
prison?  As  the  Sunderland  P.  Gardner 
lecturer  at  Canadian  yearly  meeting  in 
August  1999,  Jack  Ross  told  an  amazing 
story.  Alternating  with  sounds  of  piano 
music  based  on  his  own  poetry  and  im- 
ages of  prison  experience,  he  spoke 
about  his  life. 

Jack  Ross’  early  years  were  fairly 
conventional  until  after  military  service 
during  WWII.  Wrenched  by  the  shock 
of  war,  he  began  years  of  searching 
through  a spiritual  wilderness  to  find  a 
better  way.  A path  opened  after  his  dis- 
covery of  Quakers  and  the  American 
Friends  Service  Committee. 

Ross  has  been  gently  guided  by  the 
examples  and  love  of  many  Friends  and 
inspired  by  the  teachings  of  Martin  Lu- 
ther King,  Mahatma  Gandhi,  early 
Quakers,  and  many  others.  Much  of  his 
AFSC  work  has  been  with  young  people. 
He  has  refused  to  pay  taxes  and,  at  one 
point,  helped  create  a radical  under- 
ground movement  in  Chicago.  Later  in 
his  life  he  organized  local  protests  to 
impede  the  wholesale  destruction  and 
disruption  of  the  environment  in  the 
name  of  development  and  progress. 
Love  rarely  failed  to  sustain  him  through 
passive  resistance  during  violent  en- 
counters. 

Jack  Ross  explains  that  it  was  his 
determination  to  preserve  the  purity  of  a 
community’s  water  supply  that  finally 
got  him  arrested  and  imprisoned.  This, 
however,  is  not  the  focus  of  his  message. 
“To  dwell  in  the  power  of  truth”  is  a 
phrase  from  the  ministry  of  George  Fox 
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over  300  years  ago.  Although  there  are 
some  parallels  between  Ross’  life  and 
that  of  Fox,  this  title  is  not  to  be  taken  as 
a comparison,  but  rather  as  a lesson 
from  which  we  can  all  benefit.  It  took 
Ross  many  years  of  searching  in  a spiri- 
tual wilderness  to  find  his  personal  spiri- 
tual ground.  Then  during  his  ten  weeks 
in  a British  Columbia  maximum  security 
prison  he  experienced  a profound  re- 
lease of  feeling  and  inspiration. 

Jack  Ross  found  a ministry  in  prison 
in  his  communication  with  other  prison- 
ers and  guards.  The  mental  effect  of 
forced  simplicity  was  unexpected.  It  was 
a time  to  study  and  a time  to  turn  his 
mind  to  what  was  vital.  I was  especially 
interested  to  read  about  the  personal  re- 
sources that  sustained  Jack  through  the 
rigors  of  prison  life.  He  is  certain  that  it 
was  not  voluntary  discipline,  but  rather  a 
combination  of  the  following: 

• Advance  preparation  in  non- 
violent methods 

• Prayers  and  support  from  family 
and  friends 

• Memories  of  affection  of  the 
young  people  with  whom  he  was 
arrested 

I would  also  add  to  this  list  his 
native  resourcefulness  and  humor,  es- 
pecially the  way  he  managed  to  cope 
with  the  constant  irritations  of  the 
prison’s  clanging  bars  and  beepers. 
Besides  the  inspiring  example  of  this 
man’s  life,  I found  his  most  valuable 
teaching  to  be  how  to  use  the  daily 
hell  of  prison  life  as  the  road  to  a pro- 
found spiritual  awakening. 

The  experience  and  teachings  of 
Jack  Ross  are  especially  poignant  to- 
day. With  the  renewed  climate  of  war 
and  threats  to  civil  liberties  and  the 
environment,  concerned  people  again 
have  to  grapple  with  problems  that 
accompany  civil  disobedience  and 
draft  resistance,  even  imprisonment. 
In  Jack  Ross’  powerful  words, 
“Reconciliation  in  difficult  times  and 
places  opens  in  the  measure  that  one 
dwells  in  the  power  of  truth.” 

As  a very  special  bonus,  the  entire 
musical  score  played  during  the  lecture, 
composed  and  performed  by  Ross’ 
friend,  Michael  R.  Miller,  is  included  at 
the  end  of  the  pamphlet.  □ 
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Clyde  Watford 

Clyde  Watford  died  December  2,  2001 
Let  Gila  (NM)  Friends  Meeting  add  a 
voice  to  the  chorus  commemorating  and 
celebrating  the  life  of  Clyde  Watford.  Prior 
to  their  relocating  in  Silver  City,  Clyde  and 
his  wife  Lillia  worked  long  and  hard  and 
successfully  in  many  Quaker  capacities  and 
causes.  In  service  as  Traveling  Friends  for 
FCNL,  their  encouragement  and  example 
greatly  strengthened  our  fledgling  Meeting. 

Around  1988  the  Watfords  arrived  in 
New  Mexico,  shortly  after  Clyde  had  sur- 
vived a serious  health  crisis.  His  orientation 
in  Physical  Education  assisted  his  “heroic 
recovery”  as  viewed  by  one  of  our  members. 

In  time,  their  home  became  a hub  of 
Quaker  activity:  hosting  traveling  Friends, 
Meetings  for  Worship,  the  annual  Pottery 
Sale  benefiting  El  Salvador  and  refreshment 
for  weary  neighbors  and  local  Friends. 

Clyde  was  known,  as  a member  phrases 
it,  to  possess  a “Common  Touch”  in  his  abil- 
ity to  connect  quickly  and  sincerely.  Another 
speaks  to  “a  tme  gift  of  bringing  people  to- 
gether.” 

Late  in  1997,  the  Watfords  moved  to 
Denver,  CO,  and  requested  in  1999  a so- 
journing membership  with  Mountain  View 
(CO)  Meeting. 

Gila  Friends  Meeting  is  privileged  to 
have  known  and  been  embraced  by  the  spirit 
of  Clyde  Watford.  □ 

Patricia  M.  Smith 

Pat  Smith  died  peacefully  at  home  in  her 
sleep  on  August  15,  2000.  She  was  bom 
in  Washington,  DC,  on  July  13,  1943,  and 
grew  up  in  the  Midwest.  She  earned  a B.A. 
in  math  and  chemistry  from  Milliken  Univer- 
sity, in  Decatur,  Illinois.  After  graduation 
she  worked  as  a programmer  for  IBM  and 
went  on  to  earn  an  MS  in  computer  science 
in  a Jointly  sponsored  IBM/Syracuse  Univer- 
sity program.  In  New  York,  she  became  a 
member  of  Bulls  Head-Oswego  Meeting, 
When  Pat  came  to  Boulder,  CO,  with 
IBM  she  joined  Boulder  Meeting,  transfer- 
ring her  membership  in  1990. 

She  served  on  the  Ministry  and  Counsel 
and  Library  Committees  and  was  a trainer 
for  the  Alternatives  to  Violence  program.  Pat 
took  her  commitments  seriously  and  any  job 
she  undertook,  she  did  with  profound  dedi- 
cation. 

After  retiring  from  IBM  in  1993,  Pat 
pursued  numerous  volunteer  opportunities, 
establishing  a reading  improvement  program 
for  several  public  school  districts,  teaching 
computer  programming  classes  for  Regis 
University,  doing  genealogical  research,  be- 
coming a volunteer  tax  preparer  at  the 
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Longmont  Senior  Center.  She  loved  the  out- 
doors, loved  hiking,  and  served  as  volunteer 
ranger  for  Rocky  Mountain  National  Park. 

After  living  a full  and  productive  life. 
Pat  finally  succumbed  to  the  heart  condition 
that  she  battled  since  childhood.  Her  dedica- 
tion and  her  radiant  smile  will  be  missed.  □ 

Glenn  Pauze 

Glenn  Pauze  died  on  July  26,  2000,  at 
the  age  of  51.  Glenn  loved  life,  loved 
his  family  and  particularly  loved  children 
and  was  well  loved  in  return.  He  drew 
strength  from  his  family;  his  wife  Samantha, 
his  son  Bryan  and  his  daughter  Heather.  He 
valued  family  and  made  others  feel  very 
much  a part  of  his. 

He  was  an  active  participant  in  the  com- 
munity of  the  Boulder  (CO)  Friends  Meeting 
for  more  than  five  years.  It  was  in  Boulder 
Meeting  that  Glenn  met  fellow  seekers,  and 
found  his  spiritual  home. 

Glenn  had  a sense  of  humor  that  could 
find  a spark  of  light  in  the  darkest  circum- 
stances. His  laughter  always  brightened  any 
day,  and  in  any  gathering  he  was  sure  to  pro- 
vide a sense  of  fun. 

Glenn  loved  music  and  was  himself  a 
talented  musician.  His  work  ethic,  that  was 
so  evident  throughout  his  life,  was  a reflec- 
tion of  his  early  years.  Glenn  spent  many 
summers  at  his  grandparents’  farm,  where  he 
would  help  in  the  community  effort  to  har- 
vest the  crops. 

His  willingness  to  help  others  was  re- 
flected in  the  ten  years  he  spent  as  a social 
worker  in  St.  Louis,  MO,  helping  recent 
prison  parolees  to  learn  a trade. 

Glenn  also  developed  a love  for  grow- 
ing and  nurturing  plants.  Just  this  summer, 
he  built  special  planter  boxes  and  started  a 
small  vegetable  garden. 

Throughout  his  life,  Glenn  showed  an 
artistic  creativity  in  woodcarving  and  a talent 
for  carpentry.  Glenn’s  father  started  him 
early  in  this  love  for  working  with  his  hands 
by  building  Glenn  a child-sized  workbench 
beside  his  own,  at  their  home  in  Fond  du 
Lac,  Wisconsin,  where  Glenn  grew  up.  He 
never  liked  to  waste  anything  and  could  see 
the  most  creative  uses  in  materials  that  oth- 
ers would  have  simply  discarded. 

Glenn’s  problem-solving  skills  and 
willingness  to  take  on  any  challenge  led  him 
to  management  and  supervision  in  the  busi- 
ness world  for  several  years.  When  the  Pauze 
family  moved  to  Boulder  six  years  ago, 
Glenn  decided  that  he  wanted  to  focus  on 
working  with  his  hands  and  became  a ma- 
chinist and  mentor  to  those  who  worked  with 
him. 

Throughout  his  life,  Glenn  touched  the 
lives  of  others  in  a very  positive  way.  In  re- 
flection he  said,  “a  person  is  not  measured 
by  how  much  he  loves  but  more  by  how 
much  he  is  loved.”  Glenn  was  much  loved.  □ 


September  2002  FRIENDS  BULLETIN 


Mary  McDermott  Shedeler 

Mary  McDermott  Shideler  died  at  her 
home  on  June  28,  2000,  at  age  83.  Mary 
was  bom  in  Topeka,  Kansas,  on  June  17,1917. 
She  earned  a Bachelors  degree  with  High  Hon- 
ors in  Psychology  from  Swarthmore  College  in 
1938.  She  always  remembered  her  years  at 
Swarthmore  with  joy  for  the  love  of  learning, 
the  intellectual  challenge,  the  collegiahty,  the 
many  wonderful  extracurricular  expjeriences  and 
the  people — fellow  students  and  professors  who 
became  her  lifelong  friends.  She  became  a 
Quaker.  She  was  also  greatly  influenced  by  the 
two  summers  she  spent  with  Henry  Burton 
Sharman’s  seminars  on  the  Records  of  the  Life 
of  Jesus.  In  1939-40  Mary  attended  Chicago 
Theological  Seminary.  Although  she  left  to 
marry  fellow  student,  Emerson  Shideler,  who 
was  graduating,  she  was  a lifelong  student,  both 
of  theology  and  of  psychology. 

Emerson  became  a Church  of  the  Brethem 
pastor  for  a few  years  and  Mary  sfruggled  with 
being  a pastor’s  wife  in  a small  town.  Later, 
Emerson  became  a professor  of  religion  at  Iowa 
State  University  where  he  and  Mary  stayed  for 
over  twenty  years.  She  was  active  at  Ames  (lA) 
Friends  Meeting  and  served  as  its  Clerk. 

A great  sadness  of  her  life  was  that  they 
could  not  have  any  children.  She  created  a wel- 
coming haven  for  Emerson’s  students  in  her 
home. 

Mary  found  her  calling  in  translating  her 
knowledge  of  psychology  and  religion,  her  insa- 
tiable intellect  and  voracious  reading,  into 
scholarly  yet  accessible  writings.  In  1962  she 
published  her  first  book,  A Theology  of  Roman- 
tic Love,  which  was  a study  of  Charles  Wil- 
liams’ theology.  Consciousness  of  Battle  de- 
scribed her  own  theological  journey  with  a sim- 
ple openness  that  gently  encouraged  her  readers 
to  explore,  understand,  and  accept  their  own 
journeys.  In  Search  of  the  Spirit  explored  the 
many  ways  of  spiritual  development,  without 
advocating  a specific  path  or  religious  tradition, 
encouraging  readers  to  see  the  potential  of  liv- 
ing our  evetyday  lives  “under  the  aspect  of  eter- 
nity.” She  wrote  ten  books  and  some  50  articles 
that  appeared  in  theological  and  psychological 
journals. 

In  1972  Mary  and  her  husband  moved  to 
Boulder,  CO.  Her  home  in  the  mountain  was 
aptly  named  High  Haven,  as  she  transformed  it 
into  a place  of  retreat  and  refreshment  for  her 
many  fiiends,  who  would  come  for  an  afternoon 
or  a week  and  leave  restored  by  good  company, 
beautiful  surroundings  and  as  much  solitude  as 
they  needed.  As  Mary  fought  all  her  life  to  have 
space  and  quiet  for  her  creative  work,  she  re- 
joiced in  giving  that  opportunity  to  others. 

In  the  last  decade  of  her  life  Mary  pulled 
together  her  voluminous  correspondence,  jour- 
nals, and  other  records  to  write  a five-volume 
autobiography,  which  is  a record  of  the  times  as 
well  as  a search  to  discern  the  “form  of  her  life.” 
Mary  McDermott  Shideler’ s open,  loving 
heart,  keen  intellect  and  wonderful  wit  will  be 
missed  by  all  whose  lives  she  touched.  □ 
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Quaker  Organizations 
AND  Publications 

“The  humble,  meek,  merciful,  just,  pious, 
and  devout  souls  are  everywhere  of  one  re- 
ligion, and  when  death  has  taken  off  the 
mask,  they  will  know  one  another  though  the 
divers  liveries  they  wear  here  make  them- 
strangers.” — William  Penn,  1673.  For 
subscriptions  and  information,  write: 
Quaker  Universalist  Fellowship,  206 
Shady  Ln,  Lexington,  KY  40503  or  E-mail: 
QUF@ot.com. 

St:*** 

Quaker  Books — Rare  and  out-of-print 
journals,  history,  religion.  Contact  us  for 
specific  wants.  VINTAGE  BOOKS,  181  Hay- 
den Rowe  St,  Hopkinton,  MA  01748.  Phone: 

508-435-3499.  E-mail:  vintage@gis.net. 

**** 

Quaker  Writers  and  Artists!  Read 
Types  & Shadows,  the  exciting  newsletter 
of  the  Fellowship  of  Quakers  in  the  Arts. 

FQA’s  goal:  To  nurture  and  showcase  the 
literary,  visual,  musical,  and  performing  arts 
within  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends,  for 
purposes  of  Quaker  expression,  ministry, 
witness,  and  outreach.  To  these  ends,  we  will 
offer  spiritual,  practical,  and  financial  sup- 
port as  way  opens.  Help  build  an  interna- 
tional network  of  creative  support  and  cele- 
bration. Membership  $22/year.  FQA,  Dept. 
FB,  PO  Box  58565,  Philadelphia,  PA  19102. 
E-mail:  fqa@quaker.org.  Web:  http://www. 
quaker.org/fqa/index.html. 

Quaker  Life — informing  and  equip- 
PING  Friends  around  the  world. 
Free  sample  available  upon  request.  Join 
our  family  of  Friends  for  one  year  (10 
issues)  at  $24.  For  information  contact: 
Quaker  Life 
101  Quaker  Hill  Drive 
Richmond,  IN  47374 
Phone:  765-962-7573 
E-mail:  QuakerLife@fum.org 
Website:  www.fum.org 

Friends  Journal  has  published 
“Quaker  Thought  and  Life  To- 
day” for  nearly  50  years,  suc- 
ceeding periodicals  that  date 
from  the  19th  century.  Learn 
more  about  Quaker  concerns  and  activi- 
ties through  this  monthly  magazine.  Re- 
quest three  free  issues  or  subscribe  now 
(send  $29)  to  get  16  issues  for  the  price  of 
12.  Contact:  Friends  Journal,  Dept.  FB, 
1216  Arch  Street,  2A,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107. 
<Info@friendsjournal.org>. 


Schools,  Retreat  Centers,  Camps, 
AND  Retirement  Homes 

Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center:  Personal 
retreats,  family  reunions,  weddings,  retreats. 


and  our  own  schedule  of  Quaker  Programs. 
Among  the  redwoods,  near  Santa  Cmz,  CA. 

831-336-8333.  http://www.quakercenter.org. 
**** 

Friends  House  is  a multi-level  re- 
tirement COMMUNITY  offering  independ- 
ent living  apartments  and  houses,  an  assisted 
care  living  facility,  skilled  nursing  and  an 
adult  day  services  program  serving  residents 
and  the  wider  Santa  Rosa,  CA  community. 
Located  in  Santa  Rosa,  Friends  House  is 
easily  accessible  to  San  Francisco,  the  Pa- 
cific Coast,  redwood  forests,  and  the  vine- 
yards of  Sonoma  and  Napa  counties.  Friends 
House  is  owned  and  operated  by  Friends 
Association  of  Services  for  the  Elderly 
(EASE),  a California  not-for-profit  corpora- 
tion. The  facility  and  Board  of  Directors  are 
strongly  influenced  by  Quaker  traditions. 
The  welfare  and  growth  of  persons  within  an 
environment  which  stresses  independence  is 
highly  valued.  Tour  Friends  House  at  our 
website  at  www.friendshouse.org.  Friends 
House,  684  Benicia  Drive,  Santa  Rosa,  CA 

95409.  707-538-0152. 

**** 

Resident.  Redwood  Forest  Friends 
Meeting,  Santa  Rosa,  CA.  Residents 
performing  light  hospitality  and  caretaking 
duties  are  sought  for  a dynamic  Friends 
Meeting  north  of  San  Francisco.  Post  inquir- 
ies to  Resident  Committee,  RFFM,  Box 

1831,  Santa  Rosa,  CA  95402. 

**** 

William  J.  Papp  Portland  Friends 
School,  located  in  SW  Portland,  OR:  A 
small  Friends  school  for  children,  grades  K- 
6,  rooted  in  Quaker  values.  Children  are  pro- 
vided with  a quality  academic  and  a develop- 
mentally  appropriate  education.  The  school 
environment  is  caring  and  nurturing  with 
strong  emphasis  on  non-violent  resolution. 
For  information,  contact  Judy  Smith,  jates- 

mith@earthlink.net  or  503-245-8164. 

**** 

Coming  to  DC?  Stay  with  Friends  on 
Capitol  Hill.  WILLIAM  PENN  House,  a 
Quaker  Seminar  and  Hospitality  Center  in 
beautiful,  historic  townhouse,  is  located  five 
blocks  east  of  the  US  Capitol.  Convenient  to 
Union  Station  for  train  and  METRO  connec- 
tions. Shared  accommodations  including 
continental  breakfast  for  groups  & individu- 
als. 515  East  Capitol  Street  SE,  Washington, 
DC  20003.  E-mail:  dirpennhouse@pennsnet. 
org.  Phone:  202-543-5560.  FAX:  202-543- 
3814. 

Interns.  9-12  month  commitment,  beginning 
January,  June,  or  September.  Assist  with 
seminars  and  hospitality  at  William  Penn 
House,  5 blocks  from  US  Capitol.  Room, 
board,  and  small  stipend. 

When  travelling  to  the  Pacific  Northwest, 
consider  the  simple  and  economical  travel- 
ers’ rooms  at  QUAKER  HOUSE  IN  SEATTLE 
(WA).  Reservations  required:  206-632-9839 
or  E-mail:  pablopaz@juno.com. 
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Services 

You  ARE  A PART  OF  HISTORY!  Preserve 
your  unique  and  valuable  stories  through 
memoir  and  art.  Primary  Sources,  a storytel- 
ling resource,  offers  memoir  writing  serv- 
ices, writing  and  history  classes,  and  more. 
www.primary-sources.com.  425-865-0409  or 
storykim  @ attbi  .com. 

JOIN  THE  FOLKS  AT  FRIENDLY  HORSE 

Acres  for  a day  at  a horse  farm.  All 
ages  welcome.  Camps  are  set  up  to  encour- 
age confidence  in  people  who  are  fearful  of 
horses,  as  well  as  more  experienced  horse 
lovers.  Learn  to  see  the  world  from  the 
horse’s  point  of  view.  Visit  www. 
friendlyhorseacres.com.  Phone:  360-825 

3628.  E-mail:  friendlyhorseacres@excite. 

com. 


Concerned (5inglos 

links  compatible,  socially  conscious  singles 
who  care  about  peace,  social  justice,  racism, 
gender  equity,  and  the  health  of  the  planet. 
Nationwide  / Canada.  All  ages.  Straight  / Gay.  Since  1984. 
FreeSampie:  "S.  Box  444-FB,  Lenox  Dale,  MA  01 242 
a (413)  445-6309 

or  B http://www.concernedsingles.com 


Single  Book  Lovers  has  been  getting 
unattached  people  who  like  to  read  together 
since  1970.  Nationwide  and  run  by  Friends. 
SBL,  Box  117,  Gradyville,  PA  19039. 
SBL@compuserve.com.  800-773-3437. 

Let  the  sun  be  your  electric  com- 
pany. Budget  Solar  has  quality  solar  prod- 
ucts, from  solar  fans,  education^  kits,  books, 
and  gadgets  to  PV  panels,  charge  controllers, 
and  inverters.  Priced  to  fit  any  budget.  Shop 
online  at  <www.budgetsolar.com>. 

ORGANIC  GARDENS  BED  AND 
BREAKFAST.  Outside  Sequoia  National 
Park.  Owner-Artist-Activist  former  AFSC 
staff  in  Asia.  Near  Visalia  Meeting,  www. 
organicgardens-sequoia.com,  559-289-4608. 


COTTAGE  FOR  RENT.  September  2002 
through  April  2003.  Quiet,  Sierra  foothills, 
perfect  for  writer,  artist.  Near  Visalia  Meet- 
ing. 559-561-4610 

Practice  Simplicity  by  getting  your  liv- 
ing and  work  space  organized!  Friendly  or- 
ganizer Marian  Rhys  can  help  you  clean 
your  physical  or  electronic  clutter  and  set  up 
systems  for  keeping  things  orderly.  Confi- 
dential and  non-judgmental.  415-898-2025. 

Tours  and  Opportunities 

Consider  a Costa  Rica  Study  Tour 
January  16-28,  2003.  Visit  the  Quaker 
community  of  Monteverde.  See  the  cloud 
forest  and  two  oceans.  Write  Roy  Joe  and 
Ruth  Stuckey,  1 182  Hornbeam  Road,  Sabina, 
OH  45169.  Phone/FAX:  937-584-2900  or  520- 
364-8694  or  E-mail:  jstuckey@racsaco.cr.  Web- 
site: www.crstudytours.com. 


CRUISE  TO  GREECE  AND  TURKEY: 

Join  Anthony  Manousos  (editor  of  Friends 
Bulletin),  his  wife  Kathleen  Ross,  and  Edu- 
cational Opportunities  Tours  for  11  days  of 
exploring  the  life  and  teachings  of  St.  Paul. 
Leaving  on  March  11  or  12,  2003  (your 
choice),  visit  the  places  where  early  Chris- 
tians developed  lay-led  faith  communities  in 
Athens  Corinth,  Thessalonika,  Neapolis, 
Philippi,  Istanbul,  Neapolis,  Philippi,  Ephe- 
sus, Dikili,  Pergamum,  and  the  Island  of  Pat- 
mos.  Trip  includes  roundtrip  airfare,  motor- 
coaches,  cruise  ship,  guided  sightseeing, 
entrance  fees,  breakfast  and  lunch.  No  need 
to  carry  your  bags,  as  the  cruise  ship  takes  us 
to  our  next  city  overnight.  Prices  range  ac- 
cording to  cabin  choice  from  $2498  to 
$3648,  leaving  from  Los  Angeles  ($100 
more  from  San  Diego).  Save  when  you  regis- 
ter early!  For  brochure  write  Anthony  Ma- 
nousos, 3303  Raintree  Ave.,  Torrance,  CA 
90505.  E-mail:  FriendsBul@aol.com. 

CONSroER  THE  ARIZONA  FRIENDS  COM- 
MUNITY FOR  YOUR  NEXT,  OR  YOUR  SEC- 
OND, HOME.  360  degree  mountain  views, 
4,000  ft  elevation,  often  near  perfect  weather 
among  good  friends.  Write  Roy  Joe  and  Ruth 
Stuckey,  6567  N San  Luis  Obispo  Drive, 
Douglas,  AZ  85607.  Website:  arizonafriends. 
com. 

Two-week  Work  Study  Program  in 
New  Delhi,  India:  Looking  for  up  to  2-4 
participants  for  a 2-week  work/study  visit  to 
New  Delhi.  Times:  Dec  15-Jan  1,  2003.  Par- 
ticipants will  have  to  pay  their  way  to  India. 
Food  and  lodging  at  a school  dormitory  are 
provided.  Not  luxury  accommodations,  but 
clean  and  sanitary.  Participants  can  work  for 
half  the  day  and  use  the  rest  as  free  time  to 
observe,  learn  Hindi,  or  sightsee.  They  are 
asked  to  help  observe,  document  and  help 
evolve  a Quaker-based  strategy  involving 
workers’  rights  and  education.  If  interested, 
contact:  Krishna  Seshan,  do  Kalpakam 
Foundation,  Box  4771,  Santa  Clara,  CA 
95816-4771.  E-mail:  krishnas@lhot.com. 

408-293-0461. 

Cards  and  Flags  promoting  peace 

ALSO  AVAILABLE  through  Kalpakam  Foun- 
dation, Box  4771,  Santa  Clara,  CA  95816- 
4771.  E-mail:  krishnas@lhot.com.  408-293- 
0461.  Cards  with  Polly  Brokaw  American 
Revolutionary  Flag  with  a Peace  Dove  in  it 
with  subtitles:  Peace  on  Earth',  What  Amer- 
ica Needs  is  a Peaceful  Revolution',  Too 
Blessed  to  be  Stressed.  Card  packs  are  $5/ 
pkg  of  5.  T-shirts  ($20)  and  Table  Mats  ($5). 


Classifieds 

Advertising  Rates.  $.45  per  word  for  classifed 
ads.  Minimum  charge,  $9.  Box  ads:  10%  extra. 
Ads  should  be  prepaid,  if  possible.  Deadline:  six 
weeks  prior  to  publication.  DISPLAY  ADS:  $15 
per  column  inch.  Vi  page  ad  (4  x 4V2):  $95 — 1 
column  ad  (IVz  x 10):  $130 — 2 column  ad  (5  x 
10):  $225— 'A  page  ad  {7%  x 4V2):  $160— Full 
page  {7Vi  X 10):  $295.  Discounts:  10%  for  3 con- 
secutive appearances,  25%  for  10  consecutive 
appearances  of  ad. 


EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR.  Friends  House, 
non-profit  Santa  Rosa  retirement  community 
seeks  caring,  thoughtful  director  comfortable 
with  Quaker  values,  committees,  consensus 
decisions.  Independent  Uving,  RCFE,  SNF, 
ADHC  programs.  California  NHA  license  re- 
quired, RCFE  certification  preferred.  E.O.E. 
Fax  resume:  707-869-3034.  E-mail:  land- 
birdl4@cs.com 

Handy  Person  Needed.  LA  Meeting  needs 
qualified  person  to  complete  specific  carpentry, 
plumbing  and  electrical  projects.  Market  rates 
paid.  Contact  Peter  Neumann  at  626-337-7264 
or  tmckpartsco@aol.com 

Friends  General  Conference  seeks  a 
deeply  committed  Friend  to  serve  as 
Development  Manager  in  its  Philadelphia  of- 
fice. Duties  include  management  of  the  FGC 
Annual  Fund,  grant  writing,  DonorPerfect  data- 
base, and  communications  program  Develop- 
ment experience,  writing  and  database  skills 
essential.  Works  with  Associate  Secretary  for 
Development  and  Interpretation  and  support 
staff.  Full-time,  full  benefits.  Send  resume  and 
letter  to  Bmce  Birchard,  General  Secretary, 
Friends  General  Conference,  1216  Arch  Street, 
2B,  Philadelphia,  PA  19107,  or 
<bmceb@fgcquaker.org>  by  October  1, 2002. 

Quaker  prisoner,  Washington  State, 
M. A.  work  completed,  seeks  financial 

ASSISTANCE  FOR  PhJ).  PROGRAM.  Send  do- 
nation and/or  biographical  request  to  Faith  Ad- 
ams, 412  1/2  N.W.  42nd , Seattle  WA.  98107. 

Friends  planning  to  move  can  request  assis- 
tance from  David  Brown,  a Quaker  REAL- 
TOR. David  will  refer  you  to  a real  estate  pro- 
fessional to  assist  you  with  buying  and/or  sell- 
ing a home  anywhere  in  the  USA.  Da- 
vidhbrown@iiiindspring.com 


Research  Subjects  Needed  : 
“Healing  from  Trauma” 

A University  of  Colorado  investigator 
is  looking  for  subjects  to  participate 
in  a study  of  religious  and  spiritual 
perspectives  on  healing  from  trauma. 
Subjects  will  be  asked  to  participate 
in  interviews. 

Participants  must  be  able  to  read  and 
speak  English 

To  participate  in  this  study  or  receive 
additional  information  about  the 
study  please  contact: 

Denise  C.  Webster,  RN,  PhD,  CS 
Professor,  UCHSC-SON,  Box  C-288 
4200  East  Ninth  Ave 
Denver,  CO  80262 

Phone:  303-315-1574 

Email:  Denny.Webster@uchsc.edu 
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A Quaker  Center  for 
Study  and  Contemplation 


A Campaign  for  a New  Century 


Will  you  consider 
an  investment  in 
Pendle  Hill  - 
and  in  the  future 
of  the  Religious 
Society  of  Friends? 

Your  gift  will  help 
Pendle  Hill  continue 
to  be  a unique 
resource  for  Friends. 


PRIORITIES  OF  THE  CAMPAIGN 

Priorities  during  this  campaign  have  been  Religion  and  Social 
Issues  programs,  Young  Adult  Leadership  Development, 
Scholarships  for  resident  students  and  short  term  participants, 
and  increased  Annual  Giving. 

Generous  gifts  from  Pendle  Hill  donors  are  at  work  already, 
helping  to  fund  several  of  these  priorities.  Of  special  note  are 
the  following: 

4 Social  Action  and  Social  Witness  Internship  Program 

This  new  program  brings  together  young  adults  and  seasoned 
activists  to  live,  worship,  and  study  at  Pendle  Hill  while  they 
engage  in  peace  and  social  justice  work  outside  Pendle  Hill. 

♦ Young  Adult  Friends  Leadership  Development 

Our  summer  service-learning  and  spiritual  enrichment 
program  helps  young  adults  18-24  years  of  age  develop 
leadership  skills.  Young  people  come  from  all  over  the 
country  to  live  and  learn  together  and  to  explore  more 
deeply  the  spiritual  basis  for  their  Quaker  work  in  the  world. 

♦ Religion  and  Social  Issues  Forum  Program 

This  program  plans  the  Monday  Night  Forum  and  confer- 
ences that  address  some  of  the  most  intractable  issues  of 
our  day.  This  year’s  Monday  Night  series,  “Discernment  in 
the  Aftermath  of  September  11,”  culminated  in  a weekend 
peace  convocation  built  around  the  theme,  “New  Responses 
to  New  Forms  of  War.”  Next  year’s  focus  will  be  on  racial 
justice. 

^ Scholarship  Funds  for  Resident  Students  and  for 
Participants  in  Weekends  and  Weeklong  Courses 

A scholarship  fund  matches  grants  made  by  a Friends 
Meeting  or  other  religious  community  to  help  people  attend 
our  conferences  and  workshops.  New  scholarship  funds  for 
resident  students  give  assistance  to  students  working  in 
peace  and  social  justice,  to  Quaker  artists,  to  international 
students,  and  to  African-Americans. 


endle  Hill  is  today,  as  it  has  been  for  over  70 
years,  a unique  resource  for  Friends.  We  are  now 
completing  a four-year  $7  million  Campaign  for 
a New  Century  of  Service.  In  the  remaining  months  of 
the  campaign,  we  are  approaching  all  Pendle  Hill’s 
friends  with  an  invitation  to  join  with  those  who  have 
already  made  an  investment  in  the  future  of  Pendle 
Hill.  We  hope  that  many  others  might  be  in  a position 
to  consider  a financial  commitment,  which  can  be 
honored  over  a period  of  up  to  five  years  if  necessary. 


Pendle  Hill’s  service  in  these  troubled  times 
is  more  important  than  ever.  Our  fees  and 
charges  cover  less  than  half  the  costs  of 
operating  our  programs.  We  need  your  help. 
Your  gift  will  help  Pendle  Hill  continue  to  be 
a unique  resource  for  Friends. 


Invest  in  the  Future 

We  thank  all  the  individuals  and  Meetings  whose  gifts  have  brought 
us  more  than  90%  of  the  way  toward  our  campaign  goal.  To  learn 
how  you  can  make  an  investment,  not  only  in  Pendle  Hill,  but  also 
in  the  future  of  the  Religious  Society  of  Friends,  please  contact: 

Barbara  Parsons 

Director  of  Development 

Pendle  Hill 

338  Plush  Mill  Road 

Wallingford,  PA  19086 

1-800-742-3150,  ext.  132  or 

E-mail:  contributions@pendlehill.org 


ssac  Penington  once  described  Friends  as 
A ‘heaps  of  living  coals  warming  each  other. 
We  thrive  best  if  we  keep  in  touch.” 

— Robert  Griswold,  clerk  of  the  Board  of  Friends  Bulletin 

Helping  Western  Friends  to  keep  in  touch,  and  to  thrive,  is 
part  of  the  mission  of  Friends  Bulletin.  You  can  help  by 
subscribing,  writing  an  article  or  review,  becoming  a meeting 
liaison  or  correspondent,  hosting  a fundraising  event,  making  a 
donation,  or  remembering  us  in  your  will.  The  Board  and  editor 
of  Friends  Bulletin  hope  that  you  will  lend  your  support  to  our 
efforts  in  whatever  way  the  Spirit  leads. 

Donations  are  tax-deductible  and  much  needed  (one  fifth  of 
the  cost  of  producing  this  magazine  comes  from  donors).  Wills  or 
trusts  are  also  excellent  ways  to  remember  Friends  Bulletin. 

While  gifts  of  all  sizes  are  needed  and  always  appreciated,  build- 
ing an  endowment  for  Friends  Bulletin  is  the  best  way  to  assure 
the  magazine’s  continued  ability  to  be  a voice  for  and  among  in- 
dependent Western  Friends. 

For  charitable  giving  information,  please  contact  Lanny 
Jay,  Treasurer  of  our  Friends  Bulletin  Board.  Phone:  707-869- 
0759;  Fax:  707-869-3034;  or  E-mail:  landbirdl4@  cs.com 


Calendar  of  Western  Friends 

( Complete  Yearly  Calendar  On-Line  at  www. 
westemquaker.  net/2002 _calendar.  htm. ) 

Sept  13-15.  “Peace,  Justice,  and  the  Inner  Light.  The  joys 
and  challenges  of  becoming  a Spirit-filled  activist.”  Stephen 
Zunes  and  Pat  Patfoort.  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center. 

Sept  27-29.  Pacific  Northwest  Quarterly  Meeting.  Lazy  F | 
Ranch,  near  Ellensburg,  WA 

Sept  27-29:  “A  Gathering  of  Quaker  Men:  Masculinity  in 
the  Religious  Society  of  Friends.”  Steve  Smith  and  Rob 
Roy  Woodman.  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center. 

Oct  4-6:  Willamette  Quarterly  Meeting 
Oct  25-27.  “The  Annual  SOent  Retreat:  An  extended  expeii- 1 
ence  of  Quaker  Meeting  for  Worship.”  Judy  Leshefka  Ben 
Lomond  Quaker  Center. 

Nov  8-10:  Quaker  Center  on  the  Road  Gocahon  to  be  deter- 
mined). “Hearts  Knit  Together:  Expanding  our  Vision  of 
Membership  among  Eriends.”  Peter  Blood.  Sponsored  by 
Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center. 

Nov  15-17:  “Hearts  Knit  Together:  Expanding  our  Vision 
of  Membership.  What  does  membership  mean  in  your  life? 
What  do  we  mean  to  each  other  in  the  Meeting  family?” 
Peter  Blood.  Ben  Lomond  Quaker  Center. 

Nov  22-24:  “Rise  Up  Singing.  The  editors  of  the  book 
return  for  another  weekend  of  song,  spirit,  and  commu- 
nity.” Annie  Patterson  and  Peter  Blood.  Ben  Lomond 
Quaker  Center. 


Check  Out  Our  Website; 


westernquaker.net 


EdenGrace,“A  Witness  Held  in  Trust...”  (IMYM  Address) 
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Tom  Kowal,  “Discerning  a Compassionate  Response — Friends  and  the  US/Mexico  Border 
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